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An armored U.S. Embassy vehicle is checked by military personal after it was attacked by Mexican federal police on the highway 
leading to the city of Cuernavaca, near Tres Marias, Mexico, Friday, Aug. 24, 2012. Two U.S. government employees were shot and 
wounded in an attack on their vehicle south of Mexico City on Friday, a law enforcement official said. 

(AP Photo/Alexandre Meneghini) 

Mexico Feds open fire on US Embassy vehicle 


E. EDUARDO CASTILLO 
MICHAEL WEISSENSTEIN 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — Mexi¬ 
can federal police fired on 
a U.S. Embassy vehicle and 
wounded two U.S. govern¬ 
ment employees Friday af¬ 
ter their vehicle drove into 
a rural, mountainous area 
outside the capital where 
the officers were looking 
for criminals, Mexican and 
U.S. officials said. The two 
embassy employees were 
hospitalized, one with a leg 
wound and the other hit in 
the stomach and hand, ac¬ 
cording to a government 
official who spoke on con¬ 
dition of anonymity. An¬ 
other official said they were 
in stable condition. The U.S. 
Embassy said it could not 
release details of the shoot¬ 
ing or the names of the vic¬ 
tims. 


The Navy said in a written 
statement that federal po¬ 
lice shot the U.S. vehicle, 
but its description of the 
incident left out key details 
of how the shooting oc¬ 
curred. It said at least four 
vehicles opened fire on 
the Americans' sport util¬ 
ity vehicle on a road south 
of Mexico City, but did not 
make clear if any of the 
four carried federal police 
officers. A U.S. official who 
was briefed on the shoot¬ 
ing said, however, that 
all the shots were fired by 
federal police officers who 
have been detained for 
questioning by Mexican 
authorities. The U.S. Em¬ 
bassy employees were on 
their way to do training or 
related work at a nearby 
military base, the official 
said. “Apparently the po¬ 
lice were looking for some 


bad guys and they ran into 
each other,” said the of¬ 
ficial, who agreed to dis¬ 
cuss the incident only if not 
quoted by name. “It looks 
like it was just a bad mis¬ 
take ... they just shot and 
kept shooting." 

The Navy said the embassy 
personnel were heading 
down a dirt road to the mili¬ 
tary installation when a car¬ 
load of gunmen opened 
fire on them and chased 
them and a Navy officer 
accompanying them. The 
shooting broke out in an 
area that has been used 
by common criminals, drug 
gangs and leftist rebels in 
the past. The Americans' 
vehicle tried to escape, but 
three other cars joined the 
original vehicle in pursuing 
them down the road, the 
statement said. Occupants 
of all four vehicles fired, and 


the Navy captain called 
more help, it said. Federal 
police officers and Mexi¬ 
can soldiers then showed 
up on the road, the state¬ 
ment said. 

The U.S. vehicle appeared 
to have been armored and 
had diplomatic plates 
The government official 
said the wounded were not 
agents of the Drug Enforce¬ 
ment Administration or FBI, 
but did not identify which 
agency they work for. 

“We are working with Mexi¬ 
can authorities to investi¬ 
gate an incident this morn¬ 
ing in which two employees 
of our Embassy in Mexico 
City came under attack by 
unknown assailants. They 
are receiving appropriate 
medical care and are in 
stable condition. 


Continued on Page 2 


9 Hurt, 2 Dead 
In NY Shooting 

COLLEEN LONG 
TOM HAYS 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A laid- 
off clothing designer fatally 
shot an executive at his for¬ 
mer company outside the 
Empire State Building on 
Friday, setting off a chaotic 
showdown with police in 
front of one of the world’s 
best-known landmarks. Offi¬ 
cers killed the gunman and 
at least nine others suffered 
minor wounds, likely all of 
them by stray police gun¬ 
fire, authorities said. 

The gunshots rang out on 
the Fifth Avenue side of 
the building around 9 a.m., 
when pedestrians on their 
way to work packed side¬ 
walks and merchants were 
opening their shops. 
“People were yelling ‘Get 


Police crime scene tape 
blocks 34th St. at Fifth Avenue 
after a multiple shooting 
outside the Empire State 
Building, Friday, Aug. 24, 2012, 
in New York. 

(AP Photo/Mark Lennihan) 

down! Get down!'” said 
Marc Engel, an accoun¬ 
tant who was on a bus in 
the area when he heard 
the shots. “It took about 15 
seconds, a lot of pop, pop, 
pop, pop, one shot after 
the other.” 

Afterward, he saw the 


Continued on Page 4 
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Egyptians protest new Islamist president 


AYA BATRAWY 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — Several 
thousand Egyptians rallied 
Friday in the first significant 
protests against the coun¬ 
try’s Islamist President Mo¬ 
hammed Morsi, accusing 
him and his Muslim Brother¬ 
hood group of trying to mo¬ 
nopolize power. 

The main protest in Cairo, 
which counted around 
3,000 people and con¬ 
verged on the presidential 
palace from several loca¬ 
tions, drew a far smaller 
turnout than the mass dem¬ 
onstrations that helped 
topple Morsi's predecessor, 
Hosni Mubarak, or the later 
rallies against the council 
of generals that took pow¬ 
er after Mubarak's fall. 
While the turnout was low 
for Friday’s rally in Cairo, as 
well as similar ones in the 
Mediterranean port city of 
Alexandria and elsewhere, 
the protests point to the 
fears many Egyptians feel 
with the Islamist president 
and his policies, and reflect 


the deep divide in Egyp¬ 
tian society over the coun¬ 
try's future direction under 
Morsi and the Brotherhood. 
Other than minor scuffles, 


the demonstrations in Cairo 
were peaceful. Flowever, a 
mob wielding knives and 
sticks attacked around 
1,000 anti-Brotherhood pro¬ 


testers in Alexandria. Sever¬ 
al people were wounded 
and someone in the crowd 
lit a flare that sent clouds 
of smoke into the air. It was 


not immediately clear who 
was behind the attack. 
Protesters accuse Morsi of 
monopolizing power and 
say that he exceeded 


his authority when he as¬ 
sumed legislative powers 
after forcing senior gener¬ 
als into retirement following 
a deadly attack this month 
by militants that killed 16 
Egyptian soldiers in the Si¬ 
nai Peninsula. 

The protesters in Cairo ap¬ 
peared to be largely made 
up of supporters of the 
former regime and those 
calling for Egypt to remain 
a secular state. Notably 
absent, however, were 
Egypt's liberal and secular 
parties as well as the youth 
activists who helped en¬ 
gineer last year's uprising 
against Mubarak. 

In Cairo, protesters car¬ 
ried Egypt's red, white and 
black flags and signs that 
read “Down with Brother¬ 
hood rule” while chanting 
“illegitimate” in reference 
to Morsi’s wide-sweeping 
powers. 

Khairy Plassan, an English 
teacher taking part in the 
rally in Tahrir Square, ac¬ 
cused the Brotherhood of 
betraying the people. Q 



An Egyptian anti-Muslim brotherhood protester wears a Vendet¬ 
ta Guy Fawkes mask during a rally in front of the presidential pal¬ 
ace to denounce the country’s Islamist president and his Muslim 
Brotherhood group in Cairo, Egypt Friday, Aug. 24, 2012. Friday’s 
protests were the first attempt by Mohammed Morsi’s opponents 
to stage a major demonstration against the new president. 

(AP Photo/Amr Nabil) 


Mexico Feds open fire on US Embassy vehicle 


Continued from front 


We have no further in¬ 
formation to share at this 
time,” said Victoria Nu- 
land, a State Department 
spokeswoman in Wash¬ 
ington. The Mexican naval 
captain in the vehicle was 
not injured. The vehicle was 
riddled with bullets, most 
concentrated around the 
passenger-side window. 
The scene of the shooting, 
near the city of Cuernava¬ 
ca, was cordoned off and 
guarded by more than 100 
heavily armed marines and 
soldiers, and the highway 
was closed. Investigators 
examined what appeared 
to be shell casings. 

Attacks on diplomatic 



Military stand guard over an armored U.S. Embassy vehicle at¬ 
tacked by Mexican federal police on the highway leading to the 
city of Cuernavaca, near Tres Marias, Mexico, Friday, Aug. 24, 
2012. Two U.S. government employees were shot and wounded 
in an attack on their vehicle south of Mexico City on Friday, a 
law enforcement official said. 

(AP Photo/Alexandre Meneghini) 


personnel in Mexico were 
once considered rare, but 
this was the third shooting 
incident in two years. 

In 2011, a U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement 
agent was killed and an¬ 
other wounded in a drug 
gang shooting in north¬ 
ern Mexico. A drug-gang 
shooting In 2010 in the bor¬ 
der city of Ciudad Juarez 
killed a U.S. consulate em¬ 
ployee, her husband and 
another man.While Mex¬ 
ico City has largely been 
spared the drug violence 
that hits other parts of the 
country, Cuernavaca has 
been the scene of drug 
gang turf battles involving 
remnants of the Beltran 
Leyva cartel.□ 


Diplomats: 
Iran shrouds 
its suspected 
nuclear site 

GEORGE JAHN 
Associated Press 
VIENNA (AP) — Iran has 
shrouded a building that 
the U.N. nuclear agency 
suspects was used for se¬ 
cret work on atomic weap¬ 
ons, meaning spy satellites 
can no longer monitor 
Tehran’s alleged efforts to 
clean up the site, diplo¬ 
mats told The Associated 
Press on Friday. 

For months, satellite images 
have recorded what the 
International Atomic En¬ 
ergy Agency suspects is an 
attempt to sanitize the site. 
At the same time, Iran has 
repeatedly rebuffed agen¬ 
cy efforts for access — and 
did so again Friday. Talks 
between the two sides 
ended without an agree¬ 
ment that would have al¬ 
lowed IAEA experts to visit 
the site at the Parchin mili¬ 
tary complex southeast of 
Tehran. 

The diplomats said the 
main building is now cov¬ 
ered with what appears to 
be plastic sheeting, shield¬ 
ing any activity there from 
the outside world and ef¬ 
fectively shutting down the 
IAEA's only way of moni¬ 
toring the site with its eyes 
in the sky through spy and 
commercial satellite imag¬ 
ery. Iran denies any cover- 
up at Parchin or anywhere 
else, describing allegations 
that it worked secretly on 
developing nuclear arms 
as lies based on fabricated 
intelligence made avail¬ 
able to the agency by the 
U.S., its Western allies and 
Israel. It also denies that 
its public nuclear work — 
uranium enrichment — is 
meant to create nuclear 
missile warheads, saying it 
is enriching only to make 
reactor fuel, medical iso¬ 
topes and for research. □ 
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Isaac swirls towards Haiti’s homeless quake population 


TRENTON DANIEL 
Associated Press 
PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 

— Tropical Storm Isaac 
strengthened as it swirled 
toward vulnerable Haiti on 
Friday evening, threatening 
to bring punishing rains to 
people still without homes 
after the 2010 earthquake, 
but unlikely to gain enough 
steam to strike as a hurri¬ 
cane. 

Forecasters expected the 
storm to stay below hurri¬ 
cane force until it reached 
the Gulf of Mexico on Sun¬ 
day, and they shifted the 
projected track back east¬ 
ward where it remained a 
threat to Tampa, Florida, 
where the Republican Na¬ 
tional Convention starts 
Monday. 

In Haiti, the government 
and international aid 
groups were prepared to 
evacuate several thousand 
people from settlement 
camps that sprang up in 


the aftermath of the earth¬ 
quake but there were few 
takers. 

Isaac was expected to 
dump up to eight to 12 


inches (20 to 30 centime¬ 
ters) of rain on the island of 
Hispaniola, which is shared 
by Haiti and the Dominican 
Republic. Haiti is heavily 


deforested and just a few 
hours of steady rain can 
trigger deadly mudslides. 
“That kind of rain is going to 
cause some life-threaten¬ 
ing flash floods and mud¬ 
slides,” said Dennis Feltgen, 
a spokesman for the U.S. 
Hurricane Center in Miami. 
Isaac was centered about 
100 miles (160 kilometers) 
south-southeast of Port-au- 
Prince, the Haitian capital, 
Friday evening, and its max¬ 
imum sustained winds had 
increased to 65 mph (100 
kph). It was moving west at 
16 mph (26 kph). Tropical 
force winds extended near¬ 
ly 200 miles (321 kilometers) 
from the storm’s center. 
Cuba declared a state of 
alert Friday for six eastern 
provinces, according to a 
Civil Defense announce¬ 
ment read on the after¬ 
noon news, and five central 
provinces were put on pre¬ 
liminary watch. 
“Vacationers in tourist in¬ 


stallations of those regions 
have begun to be evacu¬ 
ated,” Radio Rebelde said. 
“In the coming hours, peo¬ 
ple in areas at greatest risk 
of flooding will be transport¬ 
ed to safe places.” 

In flood-prone Haiti, Prime 
Minister Laurent Lamothe 
urged people to avoid 
crossing rivers and to stay 
calm, saying “panic cre¬ 
ates more problems." He 
said the government had 
set aside about $50,000 
in emergency funds and 
had buses and 32 boats on 
standby for evacuations. 
But among many Haitians, 
the notion of disaster pre¬ 
paredness in a country 
where most people get by 
on about $2 a day was met 
with a shrug. 

“We don't have houses that 
can bear a hurricane,” said 
Jeanette Lauredan, who 
lives in a tent camp in the 
crowded Delmas district of 
Port-au-Prince. □ 



Pastor Jules Jean Gabriel leads church members from the 
Marassa Tent City in Croix des Boquets, Haiti, in prayers Friday, 
Aug. 24, 2012, ahead of Tropical Storm Isaac. The pastor had 
told his parishioners, who chose not to heed evacuation orders, 
not to lose faith. Isaac strengthened as it swirled toward Haiti on 
Friday evening, threatening to bring punishing rains to people 
still without homes after the 2010 earthquake, but unlikely to gain 
enough steam to strike as a hurricane. 

(AP Photo/The Miami Herald, Patrick Farrell) 
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Romney touches ‘birther’ issue he avoided before 


Associated Press 
COMMERCE, Michigan 
(AP) — Mitt Romney was 
on the defensive after rais¬ 
ing the discredited rumor 
that Barack Obama wasn’t 
born in the United States 
and therefore ineligible to 
be president. The Repub¬ 
lican candidate jokingly 
declared “no one's ever 
asked to see my birth certif¬ 
icate" as he campaigned 
Friday near his own Michi¬ 
gan birthplace. 

Romney later insisted the 
remark was just a joke and 
not meant to question 
Obama’s citizenship. But 
the comment risked creat¬ 
ing an unwanted distrac¬ 
tion for Romney in his last 
few days of campaigning 
before the Republican Na¬ 
tional Convention, which 


opens Monday and con¬ 
cludes with his formal nomi¬ 
nation later in the week. 
The authenticity of 
Obama’s birth certificate 


has been questioned by 
some Republican critics 
who insist Obama is not a 
“natural-born citizen” as re¬ 
quired by the Constitution. 



Republican presidential candidate, former Massachusetts Gov. 
Mitt Romney speaks during a campaign rally with vice presiden¬ 
tial running mate Rep. Paul Ryan, R-Wis., on Friday, Aug. 24,2012 
in Commerce, Mich. 

(AP Photo/Evan Vucci) 
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Obama released a long- 
form version of his birth cer¬ 
tificate last year as proof 
that he was born in Ha¬ 
waii in 1961. But polls show 
some Republicans remain 
unconvinced. A Pew Re¬ 
search Center poll taken 
in April found 19 percent of 
Republicans, when asked 
where Obama was born, 
said they weren't sure, and 
6 percent believe he was 
born in another country. 
The flap over the joke 
came a day after Romney 
caused another stir by de¬ 
claring that big business 
was “doing fine” in the cur¬ 
rent struggling economy in 
part because companies 
get advantages from off¬ 
shore tax havens. 

Romney made his birth 
certificate remark at a 
large outdoor rally in 


Michigan, where he grew 
up and where his father, 
George Romney, served 
as governor. Romney told 
supporters that he and his 
wife, Ann, had been born 
at nearby hospitals. 

“No one's ever asked to 
see my birth certificate. 
They know that this is the 
place that we were born 
and raised," Romney said. 
The crowd of more than 
7,000 responded with 
hearty laughter. 

But Obama campaign 
spokesman Ben LaBolt 
swiftly denounced the re¬ 
mark, saying Romney “em¬ 
braced the most strident 
voices in his party instead 
of standing up to them." 
Romney was asked about 
his comment in an inter¬ 
view with CBS television 
later in the dayO 




New York City police approach the lifeless body of Jeffrey 
Johnson lying on a sidewalk near the Empire State Building in 
New York following a shooting Friday, Aug. 24, 2012. Police say 
58-year-old Johnson, who was laid off from a nearby shop in 2011, 
shot a former colleague to death near the iconic skyscraper, 
then randomly opened fire on people nearby before firing on 
police. 

(AP Photo/Guillermo Ratzlaff) 


2 Dead, 9 hurt outside 
Empire State Building 


Continued from front 


sidewalks littered with the 
wounded, including one 
person “dripping enough 
blood to leave a stream." 
Wearing an olive suit and 
tie and carrying a brief¬ 
case, Jeffrey Johnson 
walked up to the import 
company vice president, 
Steven Ercolino, put a gun 
to his head and fired with¬ 
out saying a word, authori¬ 


ties said. A witness told in¬ 
vestigators that Johnson 
shot Ercolino once in the 
head and, after he fell to 
the sidewalk, stood over 
him and shot him four more 
times. 

“Jeffrey just came from be¬ 
hind two cars, pulled out 
his gun, put it up to Steve's 
head and shot him," said 
Carol Timan, whose daugh¬ 
ter, Irene, was walking to 
Hazan Imports at the time 
with Ercolino. □ 






































U.S. Briefs 


New York woman convicted of 
punching Walmart cashier, 70 

BATAVIA, N.Y. (AP) — A western New York woman has 
been convicted of punching a 70-year-old Walmart ca¬ 
shier during a dispute over a receipt on Christmas Eve. 
Jacquetta Simmons was found guilty of felony assault by 
a jury on Friday. The 27-year-old faces from 2 1 /3 to sev¬ 
en years in prison under New York's Granny Law, which 
makes it a felony to intentionally injure someone 65 or old¬ 
er if the defendant is at least 10 years younger than the 
victim. Prosecutors say Simmons knocked Grace Suozzi 
down with a blow to the face while Suozzi was checking 
her receipt. Simmons’ lawyer argued she swung her arm 
but didn’t intend to hit Suozzi. Sentencing is set for Nov. 14 
in Batavia. Bentonville, Arkansas-based Wal-Mart Stores 
Inc. hasn’t replied to an email seeking comment. □ 

Gulf of Mexico oil companies 
start personnel evacuations 

Oil companies are evacuating some Gulf of Mexico oil rigs 
in advance of Tropical Storm Isaac. For now the storm is 
close to the Dominican Republic and Haiti. But oil installa¬ 
tions would be at risk if it heads to the Gulf of Mexico and 
reaches hurricane strength. BP said Friday it has begun 
evacuating all workers from its Thunder Horse platform 
in the eastern Gulf of Mexico, and will suspend oil and 
natural gas production there. It is also evacuating non- 
essential workers from offshore facilities in the central Gulf. 

US terror plotters get lengthy 
prison terms in North Carolina 

NEW BERN, North Carolina (AP) —Two men convicted of 
being members of a North Carolina-based terror ring that 
aspired to kill U.S. military personnel are facing long prison 
terms. A federal judge on Friday sentenced ringleader 
Daniel Patrick Boyd to 18 years. Boyd is a 42-year-old Mus¬ 
lim convert who lived near Raleigh and who pleaded 
guilty in 2011 to charges of conspiring to provide mate¬ 
rial support to terrorists and plotting murders overseas. In 
June, a jury found 36-year-old Anes Subasic guilty of the 
same charges. 

The Bosnian native got a 30-year sentence. Prosecutors 
said the men weapons and trained for jihadist attacks 
against those they considered enemies of Islam. All seven 
charged, including two of Boyd's sons, were either U.S. 
citizens or legal permanent residents.Q 

‘Drugstore Cowboy’ author dies 

SEATTLE (AP) — James Fogle, who wrote “Drugstore Cow¬ 
boy,” an autobiographical crime novel that led to an ac¬ 
claimed 1989 film starring Matt Dillon, has died. He was 75. 
Fogle died Thursday at a prison in Washington state, said 
Selena Davis, a state corrections spokeswoman. A judge 
had sentenced him to almost 16 years in prison for hold¬ 
ing up a pharmacy in a Seattle suburb in 2010, the last in 
a string of crimes that put him behind bars for most of his 
adult life. 

Fogle died of probable malignant mesothelioma, the 
medical examiner's office said Friday. The ailing Fogle was 
emaciated and connected to several medical machines 
in the last week of his life, close friend Daniel Yost told the 
Seattle Times in a phone interview from Los Angeles. □ 
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Peterson judge: potential holes in case 



Attorney in the Drew Peterson trial, Kathleen Patton, left, with 
first deputy States Attorney, Ken Grey. The judge in Peterson's 
murder trial exposed potential holes in the state's case against 
the former suburban Chicago police officer, telling prosecutors 
Friday that they have failed to either place Peterson in the bath¬ 
room where his third wife was found dead or illustrate exactly 
how he might have killed her. 

(AP Photo/M Spencer Green) 


MICHAEL TARM 
Associated Press 
JOLIET, III. (AP)—The judge 
at Drew Peterson’s mur¬ 
der trial exposed potential 
holes in the state's case 
against the former subur¬ 
ban Chicago police offi¬ 
cer, telling prosecutors Fri¬ 
day that they have failed 
to either place Peterson 
in the bathroom where his 
third wife was found dead 
or illustrate exactly how he 
might have killed her. 

The issue arose as the 
judge blocked a bid by 
prosecutors to introduce 
testimony that Peterson 
once received strangle¬ 
hold training that would 
have given him special 
expertise in how to kill 
Kathleen Savio, 40, whose 
body was found in her dry 
bathtub. Peterson, 58, has 
pleaded not guilty to first- 


degree murder in her 2004 
drowning death. 
Prosecutors told the judge 
— with jurors out of the 
courtroom — that they in¬ 


tended to introduce testi¬ 
mony about how the for¬ 
mer Bolingbrook police 
sergeant might have gone 
about killing Savio.Q 
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McRaven to troops: pipe down or face legal action 


KIMBERLY DOZIER 
AP Intelligence Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Spe¬ 
cial operations chief Adm. 
Bill McRaven warned his 
troops, current and former, 
that he would take legal 
action against anyone 
found to have exposed 
sensitive information that 
could cause fellow forces 
harm. 

“We will pursue every op¬ 
tion available to hold 
members accountable, 
including criminal prosecu¬ 
tion where appropriate,” 
the four-star commander 
wrote, in an open, unclas¬ 
sified letter emailed to the 
active-duty special opera¬ 
tions community Thursday, 
and obtained by The Asso¬ 
ciated Press. 

The warning came a day 



Navy Adm. Bill McRaven, commander of the U.S. Special 
Operations Command, addresses the National Defense 
Industrial Association (NDIA), in Washington. Special operations 
chief McRaven is warning he will take legal action against 
anyone under his command if they're found guilty of exposing 
sensitive information that could cause fellow forces harm. In 
an email Thursday Aug. 23, 2012 to special operations forces 
and obtained by The Associated Press, McRaven threatens to 
pursue “every option available to hold members accountable, 
including criminal prosecution.” 

(AP Photo/Charles Dharapak) 


after a retired Navy com¬ 
mando revealed he is pub¬ 
lishing a first-hand account 
of the raid that killed Osa¬ 
ma bin Laden. 

Pentagon officials say they 
have not been given a 
chance to review the book, 
but Pentagon spokesman 
George Little said Friday of¬ 
ficials expect to receive a 
copy “very shortly." 

Little said the Pentagon will 
decide whether to take 
any action against the au¬ 
thor once officials review 
the book’s contents to de¬ 
termine whether it includes 
classified information. He 
said the Department of Jus¬ 
tice would have the lead 
role if any legal action were 
to be taken. 

It also follows a media cam¬ 


paign by special operations 
veterans, decrying alleged 
leaks by President Barack 
Obama's administration of 
secret operations, and criti¬ 
cizing Obama's highlight¬ 
ing the raid as part of his 
reelection campaign. 
McRaven also took former 
special operators to task 
for “using their ‘celebrity’ 
status to advance their per¬ 
sonal or professional agen¬ 
das.” He acknowledged 
that former service mem¬ 
bers are “well within their 
rights to advocate for cer¬ 
tain causes or write books 
about their adventures,” 
but he cautioned them 
against claiming to speak 
for all special operations 
troops and against endan¬ 
gering troops by what they 
write.□ 
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US police: 

Teenage girl held 2 years escapes captors 



Neighborhood children watch as members of the Madison 
County tactical response team secure a house Thursday 
evening, Aug. 23, 2012 in Washington Park, III. A teenage girl 
reported missing more than two years ago escaped from the 
Southwestern Illinois home where she said she was held captive 
and repeatedly sexually assaulted, police said Thursday. 

(AP Photo/J.B. Forbes) 


WASHINGTON PARK, Illinois 
(AP) — A girl reported miss¬ 
ing more than two years 
ago when she was 15 told 
police she escaped a 
home in Illinois where she 
had been held captive 
and repeatedly sexually as¬ 
saulted. 

Authorities in Washington 
Park, a village next to East 
St. Louis in the southwestern 
part of the state, raided the 
house Thursday afternoon 
and took into custody a 
24-year-old man and his 
mother. 

They also recovered the 
teen's young child, which 
the girl said was the result 
of rape by her captor. 
Washington Park Police 
Chief David Clark said 
they believe the man's 
mother aided the crimes. 
Police would not identify 
either of them by name be¬ 
cause they had not been 


charged as of early Friday. 
About two dozen members 
of a police commando unit 
wearing helmets and body 
armor swarmed the home 
with assault rifles drawn. 
They recovered the child 


and arrested a man and 
his mother. 

One officer carried the 
child from the home, shield¬ 
ing the toddler with a sheet. 
The child was then taken 
away in an ambulance.Q 
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Fear of new gun laws rise in Remington country 


away, llion goes away.” 
Remington, which has its 
headquarters in North Car¬ 
olina, employs more than 
a thousand people at its 
llion plant, a complex of 
four-story brick buildings, 
some still with creaky wood 
floors, that are connected 
by passageways. The plant 
looks like a relic of the In¬ 
dustrial Revolution; from 
the outside, at least, little 


has changed since close to 
a century ago, when Rem¬ 
ington expanded to meet 
the demand for firearms 
during World War I. 
llion, which now has about 
8,000 residents, developed 
around the plant, and the 
Remington name is ubiqui¬ 
tous here. Students at Rem¬ 
ington Elementary School 
can see the factory from 
their playground; even the 


doormat on the front steps 
at the llion police station 
notes, “Home of Reming¬ 
ton.” (Free gun locks are 
available inside.) 

The company is a rare eco¬ 
nomic bright spot in the 
Mohawk Valley. The region 
has lost over 11,000 of its 
manufacturing jobs since 
1990, or more than half, ac¬ 
cording to the State Labor 
Department.q 


A street near the waterfront of the Mohawk River in llion, a town 
whose history and economy are indelibly linked to the local 
Remington Arms factory, one of America's more celebrated 
gun makers, in New York state, Aug. 23, 2012. Recent mass 
shootings have galvanized advocates of tougher gun laws in 
the New York state capital, and the factory has made it clear 
that such laws could prompt it to leave for a more sympathetic 
state. 

(Nathaniel Brooks/The New York Times) 


THOMAS KAPLAN 
© 2012 New York Times 

ILION, N.Y. - This is the town 
that Remington built. 
Almost 200 years ago, a 
young man named Elipha- 
let Remington Jr. forged 
his first rifle barrel at his 
father’s ironworks here in 
the Mohawk Valley. These 
days, the Remington Arms 
factory in this village, mid¬ 
way between Albany and 
Syracuse, is one of the few 
large manufacturers still 
prospering in a part of up¬ 
state New York that was 
once filled with them. 

But now residents of llion, a 
community whose history 
and economy are indel¬ 
ibly linked to one of Amer¬ 
ica’s more celebrated 
gun makers, are starting to 
worry about Remington’s 
future. The recent mass 
shootings at a screening 
of “The Dark Knight Rises” 
in Colorado and at a Sikh 
temple in Wisconsin have 
galvanized advocates of 
tougher gun laws in the 
state capital, and Reming¬ 
ton has made it clear that 
such laws could prompt 
it to leave New York for a 


more sympathetic state. 
While elsewhere the de¬ 
bate over gun control in¬ 
cludes talk of balancing 
constitutional rights with 
public safety, here resi¬ 
dents are most concerned 
with a little discussed ele¬ 
ment of the gun industry: 
economics. 

Diana Bower, who owns a 
small engineering business 
with her husband, a one¬ 
time engineer at the Rem¬ 
ington plant, said politi¬ 
cians pressing for new gun 
laws - many of them from 
New York City - did not re¬ 
alize what was at stake up¬ 
state. For example, com¬ 
pany officials have said 
one proposal under con¬ 
sideration would require 
costly plant retooling. 

“If you don’t live here and 
work here,” Bower said, 
“you really don’t know 
what it means to say, ‘Pass 
this,’ or, ‘Pass that.’” 

And Rusty Brown, a furnace 
technician in the pow¬ 
dered-metal products divi¬ 
sion at the plant and a for¬ 
mer president of its union, 
spells it out bluntly: “In my 
eyes. Remington goes 
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Norway’s Breivik declared sane; sentenced to prison 


KARL RITTER 

Associated Press 

OSLO, Norway (AP) — It 

was during breaks between 
marathon video game ses¬ 
sions in his mother’s apart¬ 
ment in Oslo that Anders 
Behring Breivik drafted his 
complicated and chilling 
plan. 

He would kill indiscriminate¬ 
ly with explosives and guns, 
surrender to authorities if he 
survived, then prove himself 
sane in court — all to pub¬ 
licize a manifesto accusing 
Muslims of destroying Euro¬ 
pean society. 

By any account, the attack 
went exactly as he intend¬ 
ed. A court ruled Friday 
that Breivik was sane when 
he killed 77 people, most of 
them teenagers, in attacks 
that shook Norway to its 
core. 

“His goal was to be de¬ 
clared sane, so on that 
point he is satisfied,” said 
Breivik’s defense lawyer, 
Geir Lippestad. 

The Oslo district court found 
the 33-year-old right-wing 
extremist guilty of terrorism 
and premeditated mur¬ 
der for the twin attacks 
on July 22 last year. Breivik 


first bombed government 
headquarters, killing eight 
people, before going on 
a shooting massacre on 
Utoya island that left 69 
dead at a summer camp 
for young members of the 
governing Labor Party. 
Prosecutors had asked for 
an insanity ruling, which 
Breivik rejected as an at¬ 
tempt to deflate his radical 
anti-Muslim views. He smiled 
with apparent satisfaction 
when the five-judge panel 
declared him sane and 
sentenced him to a 21-year 
prison sentence that can 
be extended for as long as 
he’s considered dangerous 
to society. Legal experts 
say that likely means he will 
be locked up for life. 

“He has killed 77 people, 
most of them youth, who 
were shot without mercy, 
face to face. The cruelty is 
unparalleled in Norwegian 
history,” Judge Arne Lyng 
said. “This means that the 
defendant even after serv¬ 
ing 21 years in prison would 
be a very dangerous man.” 
In his final words, Breivik 
regretted not killing more 
people, apologizing to 
other “militant nationalists” 


for not achieving an even 
higher death toll. He said 
he wouldn't appeal the 
ruling because that would 
“legitimize" a court he said 
got its mandate from a po¬ 
litical system that supports 
multiculturalism. 
Prosecutors also said they 
would not appeal, bring¬ 
ing the legal process for 
Norway's worst peacetime 
massacre to an end and 


providing closure for vic¬ 
tims' families and survivors, 
who have had to endure 
weeks of testimony from 
Breivik describing the vic¬ 
tims as traitors for embrac¬ 
ing immigration. 

“I am very relieved and 
happy about the out¬ 
come,” said Tore Sinding 
Bekkedal, who survived 
the Utoya shooting. “I be¬ 
lieve he is mad, but it is po¬ 


litical madness and not psy¬ 
chiatric madness. He is a pa¬ 
thetic and sad little person." 
From Europe's far right, the 
reaction was mixed. Some 
argued that Friday’s verdict 
played into their core be¬ 
liefs, though they have spo¬ 
ken out against his violent 
rampage. 

“It was obviously wrong 
what he did, but there was 
logic to all of it," said Ste¬ 
phen Lennon, the 29-year- 
old leader of the English 
Defense League, an anti- 
Muslim group. “By saying 
that he was sane, it gives a 
certain credibility to what he 
had been saying. And that 
is, that Islam is a threat to Eu¬ 
rope and to the world.” 

Frank Franz, a spokesman for 
the German far-right party 
NPD, distanced his party 
from Breivik. 

“We consider his deeds to 
be those of a murderer. It’s 
as simple as that," Franz said. 
“For us, it had nothing to do 
with politics.” 

During the trial, Breivik said 
his massacre was meant to 
draw attention to a manual 
of far-right terrorism that he 
released on the Internet just 
before the attacks. □ 



The defence team members Geir Lippestad, left, and Vibeke 
Hein Baera react with terror accused Anders Behring Breivik at 
centre, as the Oslo Court passes judgment against him in Court 
Friday, Aug. 24, 2012, in Oslo, Norway. The Norwegian court 
sentenced Anders Behring Breivik to prison on Friday, denying 
prosecutors the insanity ruling they hoped would show that his 
massacre of 77 people was the work of a madman, not part 
of an anti-Muslim crusade. Reading the ruling. Judge Wenche 
Elisabeth Arntzen handed down a sentence of “preventive de¬ 
tention” of at least 10-years and a maximum of 21 -years. 

(AP Photo/Heiko Junge/Pool) 
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Greenpeace activists storm Russian oil rig 


NATALIYA VASILYEVA 
Associated Press 
MOSCOW (AP) — Green¬ 
peace activists were first of¬ 
fered hot soup, then show¬ 
ered with blasts of cold 
water and pieces of metal 
after they stormed a float¬ 
ing Russia oil platform and 
erected climbing tents on 
the side of the rig Friday to 
protest drilling in the Arctic. 
The six activists, who include 
Greenpeace executive di¬ 
rector Kumi Naidoo, spent 
several hours hanging off 
the side of the Prirazlomna- 
ya platform in the Pechora 
Sea attached to the rig’s 
mooring lines. They had 
prepared for a long occu¬ 
pation by bringing up sup¬ 
plies, including the tents, but 
evacuated after rig workers 
threw pieces of metal at 
them. 

“Not just hosed water, but 
now metal being thrown by 
Gazprom crew at our activ¬ 
ists,” he said in a tweet, re¬ 
ferring to the workers of a 
subsidiary of Russian energy 
company Gazprom that 
owns and operates the rig. 
“We're coming down." 

In response to a question 





ll 

1 


Greenpeace activists including Executive Director of Greenpeace International, Kumi Naidoo, 
board energy giant Gazprom’s Arctic oil platform Prirazlomnaya off the North-eastern coast of 
Russia in the Pechora Sea on Friday, Aug. 24,2012. Greenpeace activists have stormed a floating 
oil rig in Russia’s Pechora Sea to protest oil drilling in the Arctic, the environmental organization 
said on Friday. 

(AP Photo/ Denis Sinyakov, Greenpeace) 


from the Los Angeles Times 
sent to him later through 
Twitter, Naidoo said the 
activists had indeed left 
the platform. Gazprom offi¬ 
cials were not immediately 
available for comment on 


whether workers had used 
hoses on and threw metal 
objects at the activists. 
Initially, two helicopters ar¬ 
rived at the platform, but 
left without disturbing the 
protesters. The activists 


managed to put a banner 
on the rig saying “Don’t kill 
the Arctic.” 

“We're here peacefully 
and we will continue to 
draw the attention of Rus¬ 
sian people and people 


around the world to what’s 
happening there,” Naidoo 
told The Associated Press 
by telephone from the plat¬ 
form hours before evacuat¬ 
ing. “It’s bad for Russia, it’s 
bad for the planet.” 
Gazprom is pioneering Rus¬ 
sia's oil drilling in the Arctic. 
The state-owned company 
installed the platform there 
last year and is preparing 
to drill the first well. 

At first, crew members 
were friendly and offered 
them soup, said Naidoo, 
who was also able to tweet 
while still suspended from 
the rig. 

“Gazprom crew told to 
make life difficult; regular 
blasts of icy water,” one 
tweet said. An accom¬ 
panying photo showed a 
stream of water hitting two 
of the activists. 

Naidoo said the air temper¬ 
ature was 9 C (48 F), while 
the water was 8 C (46 F). 
Gazprom told the AP in an 
emailed statement that 
the activists “have been 
invited to scale up to the 
platform for a constructive 
dialogue,” but said that 
they refused. □ 
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World Briefs 


3,000 protest racism in Greece 

ATHENS, Greece (AP) — Greek police say up to 3,000 peo¬ 
ple have participated in a peaceful demonstration by im¬ 
migrant groups in Athens to protest racist attacks in the 
crisis-struck country. 

Protesters, most of who were from Pakistan, marched to 
Parliament shouting slogans and brandishing banners. Fri¬ 
day’s march was held to protest increasing racist attacks 
and alleged cases of police brutality against immigrants. 
Greece is the main entry point for illegal immigrants seek¬ 
ing a better life in the European Union. The massive in¬ 
flux coincided with a spike in crime, and contributed to 
the sharp rise of the extreme-right, anti-immigrant Gold¬ 
en Dawn group that won 18 of Parliament's 300 seats in 
June's national elections. Golden Dawn supporters have 
been repeatedly accused of violent attacks on immi¬ 
grants, which the group says it does not condone. 

Cruise ship rescues 58 Haitians 

CANCUN, Mexico (AP) —The Allure of the Seas cruise ship 
has rescued 58 Haitian citizens stranded in the Caribbean 
and has taken them to the Mexican island of Cozumel. 
Royal Caribbean International spokeswoman Cynthia 
Martinez says a guest spotted a boat and alerted the 
crew Thursday afternoon as they were heading from St. 
Maarten to Cozumel. Martinez said Friday the Haitians in¬ 
dicated they didn't need any assistance and the cruise 
ship continued on its voyage. The captain informed the 
U.S. Coast Guard, which later asked him to go back and 
help them. She said the ship rescued the 47 men, 7 wom¬ 
en and four teenagers and gave them food, water and 
medical treatment. They were turned over to the Mexican 
Navy Friday when the ship arrived in Mexico.Q 

Syrian regime airstrikes kill 21 

BEIRUT (AP) — A government warplane bombed an apart¬ 
ment building in eastern Syria on Friday, killing at least 21 
people as the regime fought to claw back ground lost to 
rebel fighters in the area who have made significant ad¬ 
vances in the city, activists said. In Damascus, shells from 
mountains overlooking the Syrian capital crashed into the 
rebellious suburb of Daraya as part of a days-long regime 
offensive to regain control of the area. Activists said at 
least 15 people were killed in the shelling and clashes. The 
air raid on Mayadin occurred after rebels gained control 
of a key checkpoint on a bridge over the Euphrates River 
there, local activist Abu Omar al-Deery said. He claimed 
that rebels have largely gained control of Mayadin for the 
first time in the 17-month-old uprising in Syria, adding that 
the only part still in regime hands is an artillery position on 
a hill overlooking the cityO 


Japan condemns China, South 
Korea on ‘illegal’ island landings 


MARI YAMAGUCHI 
Associated Press 
TOKYO (AP) — Japan on Fri¬ 
day called on South Korea 
to end its “illegal occupa¬ 
tion" of finy islets and con¬ 
demned China for its claims 
over separate islands, say¬ 
ing it would not tolerate re¬ 
cent unauthorized landings 
by Chinese activists and 
the South Korean president. 
Parliament passed sym¬ 
bolic resolutions condemn¬ 
ing South Korean President 
Lee Myung-bak’s visit to the 
tiny, rocky outcroppings in 
the Sea of Japan earlier fhis 
month and accusing China 
of allowing activists to land 
a few days later on a dis¬ 
puted East China Sea island 
chain. 

“Since earlier this month, a 
series of incidents have oc¬ 
curred, threatening to vio¬ 
late our sovereignty, which 
we find extremely regret¬ 
table. We do not tolerate 
these actions," Prime Min¬ 
ister Yoshihiko Noda told a 
news conference. 

Noda said that Lee had “il¬ 
legally landed" on the is¬ 
lands that Japan and South 
Korea both claim. They are 
called Takeshima in Japa¬ 
nese and Dokdo in Korean. 
“We condemn (Lee’s land¬ 
ing) and strongly demand 
South Korea end its illegal 
occupation of Takeshima 
as soon as possible,” a reso¬ 
lution passed Friday by law¬ 
makers said. 

It was the strongest lan¬ 
guage so far in a dispute 
that has sent the two coun¬ 
tries’ relations to the lowest 
levels in years. 

Then last week, a boatful of 
Chinese activists travelled 
from Hong Kong to islands 


in the East China Sea that 
are controlled by Japan 
but also claimed by China 
and Taiwan to push China’s 
claim. All 14 activists were 
arrested for illegal entry 
onto one of the islands — 
known as Senkaku in Japan 


and Diaoyu in China — re¬ 
leased two days later and 
deported. 

Noda, who has come un¬ 
der pressure from critics 
to take tougher action to 
protect the islands, an¬ 
nounced that Japan would 
strengthen its patrols in the 
area around the Senkaku/ 
Diaoyu so further “incur¬ 
sions by foreigners” do not 
take place. He also said Ja¬ 
pan would further push its 
position that the islands are 
Japanese territory in inter¬ 


national forums. 

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Hong Lei reiter¬ 
ated Beijing's claim to the 
islands. “It is illegal and futile 
for Japan to strengthen its 
claim by approving the res¬ 
olution," he said in a state¬ 


ment. “It does not change 
the fact that the islands be¬ 
long to China.” 

The Chinese activists’ land¬ 
ing and a retaliatory one to 
the same islands last week¬ 
end by nationalist Japa¬ 
nese have made the issue 
one of the biggest territorial 
flare-ups between the two 
Asian giants in years, amid 
persistent animosities over 
Japan’s imperialist past 
and new fears of China’s 
rising economic and mili¬ 
tary clout. □ 



Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda arrives at a press 
conference at his official residence in Tokyo, Friday, Aug. 24, 
2012. Japan’s relations with Seoul have rapidly deteriorated 
since South Korean President Lee Myung-bak visited tiny islets 
in the Sea of Japan this month to push his country’s claim to 
them. Days later, a boatful of Chinese activists landed on a 
group of East China Sea islands claimed by Japan, China and 
Taiwan. Noda said Japan will strengthen security around the 
East China Sea islands to prevent future landing attempts. 

(AP Photo/ltsuo Inouye) 
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The body of an Italian 
organized crime boss, 
Gaetano Marino, lies near a 
car as a forensic policeman 
stands in front of him in 
Terracina, central Italy. 
Authorities are searching for 
two men who shot and killed 
Marino who was vacationing 
on a beach with his family 
south of Rome. 

(AP Photo/Fabio Pirazzi) 

Camorra crime 
boss shot dead 
leaving beach 

MILAN (AP) — Authorities 
were searching Friday for 
a gunman who shot and 
killed an organized crime 
boss clad in a swimsuit as 
he walked from a beach to 
join his family at a hotel in a 
resort town south of Rome. 
Gaetano Marino — a 
boss from the Neapolitan 
Camorra — was hit by at 
least four shots to the head 
and another five or six to his 
back Thursday afternoon 
after he left the beach en 
route to his hotel in Terraci¬ 
na, 100 kilometers (60 miles) 
south of Rome in Lazio re¬ 
gion. 

His family had gone ahead 
of him back to the hotel, 
police said. 

The shooting caused panic 
along the crowded beach, 
and witnesses told police 
the gunman fled the scene 
in a small gray car driven 
by a second man.Q 


Nicaragua seizes $7 million from fake journalists 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua 
(AP) — Nicaraguan po¬ 
lice found about $7 million 
in smuggled cash in vans 
driven by people posing 
as members of a Mexican 
television news crew. Na¬ 
tional Police chief Aminta 
Granera announced Fri¬ 
day. 

The 18 people travelling 
in six vans were detained 
Wednesday at Nicara¬ 
gua’s northern border with 
Honduras, after they en¬ 
tered Nicaragua saying 
they had come to cover 
the trial of suspects linked 
to the 2011 killing of Argen¬ 
tine folk singer Facundo 
Cabral. 

That trial involves accusa¬ 
tions of massive money 
laundering. 

Some of the vans were 
painted with the logo of 
Mexico's Televisa network, 
which says it has no con¬ 
nection to the suspects. At 
least one van carried on 
its roof what appeared to 
be the kind of satellite dish 
that television networks 


use for remote transmis¬ 
sions. Televisa said it had no 
reporters in Nicaragua, nor 
had it sent anyone there. 
Granera said the suspects 
told police about 25 bun¬ 
dles hidden in the vans that 
contained the cash. 

She said the elaborate ruse 
was intended to smuggle 


the cash through Nicara¬ 
gua to the neighboring na¬ 
tion of Costa Rica to the 
south. 

Mexican drug cartels fre¬ 
quently buy Colombian 
cocaine to ship north to the 
U.S. market, and often must 
smuggle cash proceeds 
from the drug sales back 


down south to pay the Co¬ 
lombia suppliers. 

Granera said that Interpol 
and the Mexican embassy 
had confirmed that at least 
some of the suspects were 
Mexicans, and that several 
had been identified as em¬ 
ployees of private security 
firms from Tamaulipas, the 
northern Mexico border 
state that is home to the 
Zetas and Gulf drug cartels. 
The suspects told border 
guards they were entering 
the country to cover the 
drug-trafficking and orga¬ 
nized-crime trial of suspects 
linked to the 2011 killing of 
Argentine folk singer Fac¬ 
undo Cabral. Officials say 
the gang that allegedly 
carried out that attack was 
in fact targeting a man rid¬ 
ing with Cabral that day, 
Henry Farinas. 

Prosecutors say Farinas was 
an associate of the gang 
along with Costa Rican 
Alejandro Jimenez Gonza¬ 
lez, who allegedly ordered 
the attack on Farinas in 
retaliation for a purported 
betrayal.O 



Nicaragua National Police present 18 foreigners believed to be 
Mexican nationals who posed as Televisa journalists, in Managua, 
Nicaragua, Friday, Aug. 24, 2012. Police Commissioner Aminta 
Granera said the men posed as Televisa journalists to cover 
the trial of Nicaraguan businessman Henry Farinas, survivor of 
an attack that killed the singer Facundo Cabral last year. The 
Mexican ambassador to Nicaragua confirmed that the Mexican 
news channel has no correspondents in Nicaragua. It is unclear 
why the men were posing as journalists. 

(AP Photo/Esteban Felix) 
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Roberto’s*^ 

Waters ports 


3 hours sailing & Snorkeling on (he 


SEA-VENTURE 

INCL. * Light lunch 
* Open bar 
■ Clean equipment 

24 persons max. 
Location: Moomba Beach 



: BENLO CIGARS 

h Import ^ Expert * li t ship all wer the wrtd * TeL:SS63SSS 
■ totaled m ifie Artw j* Garcton, jw* r to u re a 

1 _ Paparazzi and Tango Restaurant. _ 


We are sped a Sized in premium Cuban Cigars. 
Opening hours: Mon. - Sat, 8;3&am - 11:90pm 
Su/iday 9;(t(taut - ihfiOpm 


Depending an purchase we nave dl&ctunls stalling from SS iup ta I DS. 
With purchase nl HO nr more 1 ME E CIGAR 



^BringltliisICouDon and you get this^promotion^ 


3 Course Local Wenu 

Appetizer, Entree and Dessert 
Fish Soup or Salad 

lee Cream, Quesillo or Chocolate Cake 

Choice inelude our specialties: 

Aruban Combo, Cabrito Stoba, 

Fisherman's Loot, Ribs, Qasparito Chicken. A ^ 

(Qasparito #3 • Noord, Aruba) (3 I MB #3 

V Tel: (297) 586-7144 / 586-7044 J 9 B BP 

Don’t forget about our early bird special from 5:30 to 6:30 " * p ; p- 


tiring this couponforputrfree Cuban ( 'igar. 
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China besieged by glut of unsold goods 


KEITH BRADSHER 
© 2012 New York Times 
GUANGZHOU, China - Af¬ 
ter three decades of torrid 
growth, China is encoun¬ 
tering an unfamiliar prob¬ 
lem with its newly struggling 
economy: a huge buildup 
of unsold goods that is clut¬ 
tering shop floors, clogging 
car dealerships and filling 
factory warehouses. 

The glut of everything from 
steel and household appli¬ 
ances to cars and apart¬ 
ments is hampering Chi¬ 
na’s efforts to emerge from 
a sharp economic slow¬ 
down. It has also produced 
a series of price wars and 
has led manufacturers to 
redouble efforts to export 
what they cannot sell at 
home. 

The severity of China’s in¬ 
ventory overhang has 
been carefully masked by 
the blocking or adjusting of 
economic data by the Chi¬ 
nese government - all part 
of an effort to prop up con¬ 
fidence in the economy 
among business managers 
and investors. 

But the main nongovern¬ 
ment survey of manufac¬ 


turers in China showed on 
Thursday that inventories of 
finished goods rose much 
faster in August than in any 
month since the survey 


began in April 2004. The 
previous record for rising in¬ 
ventories, according to the 
HSBC/Markit survey, had 
been set in June. May and 
July also showed increases. 


“Across the manufacturing 
industries we look at, peo¬ 
ple were expecting more 
sales over the summer and 
it just didn’t happen,” said 


Anne Stevenson-Yang, the 
research director for J Cap¬ 
ital Research, an economic 
analysis firm in Hong Kong. 
With inventories extremely 
high and factories now 
cutting production, she 


added, “Things are kind of 
crawling to a halt.” 
Problems in China give 
some economists night¬ 
mares, in which the United 
States and much of the 
world slip back into reces¬ 
sion, in the worst case, 
as the Chinese economy 
sputters, the European cur¬ 
rency zone unravels and 
policymakers in the United 
States are paralyzed by po¬ 
litical gridlock. 

China is the world’s sec¬ 
ond-largest economy and 
has been the largest en¬ 
gine of economic growth 
since the global financial 
crisis began in 2008. Eco¬ 
nomic weakness means 
that China is likely to buy 
fewer goods and services 
from abroad at a time 
when the sovereign debt 
crisis in Europe is already 
hurting demand, raising 
the prospect of a global 
glut of goods and falling 
prices and weak produc¬ 
tion around the world. 
Chinese export growth, a 
mainstay of the economy 
for the last three decades, 
has slowed to a crawl. Im¬ 
ports have also practically 
stopped growing, particu¬ 


larly for raw materials like 
iron ore for steel making, as 
industrialists have lost confi¬ 
dence that they will be able 
to sell if they keep factories 
running. Real estate prices 
have slid sharply, although 
there have been hints that 
they might have bottomed 
out in July, and money has 
been leaving the country 
through a variety of legal 
and illegal channels. 
Interviews with business 
owners and managers 
across a wide range of Chi¬ 
nese industries presented a 
picture of mounting stock¬ 
piles of unsold goods. 
Business owners who man¬ 
ufacture or distribute prod¬ 
ucts as varied as dehumidi¬ 
fiers, plastic tubing for venti¬ 
lation systems, solar panels, 
bedsheets and steel beams 
for false ceilings said that 
sales had fallen over the 
last year and showed little 
sign of recovering. 

“Sales are down 50 per¬ 
cent from last year, and in¬ 
ventory is piled high," said 
To Liangjian, the owner of a 
wholesale company distrib¬ 
uting picture frames and 
cups, as he paused while 
playing online poker in his 
deserted storefront here in 
southeastern China. 

Wu Weiqing, the manager 
of a faucet and sink whole¬ 
saler, said that his sales had 
dropped 30 percent in the 
last year and he has piled 
up extra merchandise. Yet 
the factory supplying him is 
still cranking out shiny kitch¬ 
en fixtures at a fast pace. 
“My supplier’s inventory 
is huge because he can¬ 
not cut production - he 
doesn’t want to miss out 
on sales when the demand 
comes back," he said. 

Part of the problem is that 
the Chinese government’s 
leaders have decided 
to put quality-of-life con¬ 
cerns ahead of maximizing 
economic growth when it 
comes to two of the coun¬ 
try’s largest industries: hous¬ 
ing and autos. 

Premier Wen Jiabao has 
imposed a strict ban on 
purchases of second and 
subsequent homes, in the 
hope that discouraging 
real estate speculation will 
improve the affordability of 
homes. □ 
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Bags of toys stored at a shop in a wholesale market in Guang¬ 
zhou, China, Aug. 22, 2012. The severity of China’s inventory 
overhang has been carefully masked by the blocking or adjust¬ 
ing of economic data by the Chinese government -- oil part of 
an effort to prop up confidence in its economy. 

(Forbes Conrad/The New York Times) 
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“Pack up and go” with Louis Vuitton essentials 




Travelling is an act, but 
also an art. When you think 
of Louis Vuitton, the most 
amazing trunks and travel 
gear ever designed and 
produced come to mind. 
With the upcoming autumn 
break. Thanksgiving and 
the yearend Holidays, sav¬ 
vy, stylish travelers would 
like to be prepared to 
travel in style and without 
much hassle. 

And, upon arrival, look 
pulled together and chic 
without the need for ex¬ 
tra ironing. No creases, no 
crumples, go from suitcase 
to dinner with the help from 
Louis Vuitton's amazing lug¬ 
gage, which is available in 
boutiques worldwide. 

As an apprentice, Louis 
Vuitton was specifically a 
trunk-maker and packer. 
He made boxes and sub¬ 
boxes to protect and keep 
personal belongings of 
the semi-nomadic French 
Court, carefully wrapping 
them up to then unpack 
them easily. 

The prestigious Maison of 
Louis Vuitton, with a bou¬ 
tique on Aruba at Renais¬ 
sance Mall, keeps this art 
alive, offering three fash¬ 



ionable choices for differ¬ 
ent traveling needs: the 
Alzer for luxury tours, the 
Pegase for business trips 
and the Keepall fora week¬ 
end away. 

The three pieces, based 
on iconic Louis Vuitton lug¬ 


gage designs, remind its 
owners of how to travel 
light, with instructions on 
packing and unpacking, it 
makes it all so much easier 
to relax and enjoy the so¬ 
journ elegantly and with 
flair.Q 
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In New York City: 

Aruba Sun & Fun to join the 
Labor Day Carnival Parade! 



On September 3, 2012, 
Aruba will participate in the 
Labor Day Carnival Parade 
in New York. This event 
attracts between one and 
3 million spectators and 
extensive media coverage 
by all major media 
corporations (NBC, ABC, 
CBS etc.). 

This is one of the largest 
events in the USA, with 
more than 33 Caribbean 
Islands participating, such 
as Trinidad and Tobago, St. 
Martin, St. Lucia, Jamaica, 
the Cayman Islands and 
several others. 

Maritza Odor and Roy 
Kip are no strangers in 
this event, as they have 
organized this event in the 
past with lots of success 
and positive exposure 
for Aruba and its Tourism 
Industry. 

This year they are 
participating under the 
organization of Aruba Sun 
& Fun Foundation. They will 
be taking approximately 50 
people with a local Brass 
Band. This is an adventure 
filled with fun and shopping. 
The Labor Day Carnival 


Parade is on September 
3 rd . The tour will leave on 
September 1st and return 
on September 4th. 

Please hurry up and call 


to make your reservations 
at 594-1617 or 582-2804, or 
email us at arubasunfun@ 
live.com, as available 
space is limitedlO 



PRESENTED BY: 


The Blue 

lobster 


WINNER OF THIR ADVISOR'S 
CERTIFICATE OF EXCELLENCE 801 8 
f til MAh Iphs ma hlimllQiHi Ctftinc* hitimai In Inta 

Far reservation! 5BE-3B43 


Starbucks lends a hand at the 
Colony Beach Cleaning Event 





Our beautiful lady sitting 
on a fototy tree is 

Sandra 

Santelmo 


living In Barcelona 
Eipana She was Born in 
Venniwla 

And her parents are born 
b Italy 

She works as a dentist in 
Spain* 

And thli if her third visit 
in Aruba 

on vacation staying 
at r friends house 



Starbucks and their partners participated in a beach 
cleaning event recently, aimed at clearing away the 
rubbish in the public areas and beaches surrounding the 
Colony in San Nicolas. Starbucks and their associates 
are very proactive when it comes to the global ‘green 
movement,’ and they show it by helping to keep our 
beautiful island clean for all to enjoyO 
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SPECIALIZE m CHINESE AND INTERNATIONAL CUISINE 


Located at the Palm Beach PI84 near the traffic lights opposite 
the high-rise hotel, walking distance from the hotels. We have 
the best prices on all of our cuisines. Call: SB6-4481 


# UNICASA 

umcau 

Palm Rijtfi U IKJ ‘ Tel: I 2 V 7 ) SXt-HMQ 
Open hem- ■ Satuntoy &nn - 

Salwtfny 3dm -1 Dpm 


Has everything Ifrat you need lor a good 
vacation. We have a wide variety or liquors 
and wine, beech items and much more. 


5.0 Award of Excellence goes to Hollywood Smokehouse 



PALM BEACH - You don’t 
have to be a fine dining 
establishment serving filet 
mignon and lobster on fine 
china fo earn the coveted 
5.0 Award of Excellence 
from Trip Advisor—just ask 
Hollywood Smokehouse 
owner Michael Bislick! “As 
they say, beauty is in the 
eye of the beholder, and 
with a good meal it’s the 
same,” says Bislick when 
asked about being one 
of only two restaurants on 
Aruba to receive the solid 
5.0 award from Trip Advi¬ 
sor (Carte Blanche was the 
other recipient). “We serve 
good comfort food—slow 


smoked beef brisket, pulled 
pork, ribs, and chicken 
along with homemade side 
dishes and sauces from my 
wife's southern roots and 
family recipes," explains 
Michael, “and travelers ap¬ 
preciate a good, no-fuss 
meal no matter the set¬ 
ting.” 

Trip Advisor is the world’s 
largest travel site, recogniz¬ 
ing the power and value of 
true traveler feedback. Be¬ 
cause of Hollywood Smoke¬ 
house’s exceptional ratings 
over the past year, with 
a consistent rating of 5.0, 
they have “earned a place 
among the very best," says 


Trip Advisor President Chris¬ 
tine Petersen. 

Hollywood Smokehouse 
was originally located in the 
historic Hollywood building 
in San Nicolas, but recently 
reopened in the hotel area 
at Pos Aboa 41 in Bubali 
(near the Sasakiweg round¬ 
about by Texaco and Pizza 
Hut on the main strip). 

The restaurant is open 
weekends only from noon 
to 8pm, offering takeaway 
style, but The Old Dutch Bar 
next door welcomes guests 
to sit and enjoy barbecue 
washed down with cold 
beers and drinks at local 
prices. 


Says Michael, “Barbecue is 
a weekend culture here on 
the island, and tourist really 
enjoy a local experience 


where they can meet, eat, 
and drink among the locals 
at very affordable local 
prices."□ 


Aruhiba Cigars, Aruba’s only hand rolled cigars! 

Vs a matter of prestige and quality... 





ORANJESTAD- Benjamin Petrocchi, 
a true native Aruban started the newest 
export product of Aruba, locally 
produced hand rolled cigars called 
“Aruhiba”. These cigars are produced 
and cultivated in Aruba. Petrocchi 
always had a interest in the cigar 
business and has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now he is growing 
his own tobacco crops. After many 
attempts and trips to Santo Domingo 
and Cuba, he started his own 
production and cultivation of Aruhiba 
Cigars in Aruba. The whole process 
took him 10 years to perfect. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is important for 
the moulding and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes a long time. Their handmade cigar box is specially designed with 
their “Aruhiba” logo. Petrocchi considers Aruhiba as a promotion for Aruba through its fine 
cigars. The company sells Aruhiba to the international markets as well. Visit their retail store 
located in front of the Historic Dutch Windmill in front of the Westin Resort, with any 
purchase of $20 and up you receive a free “Aruhiba” cigar or ask for their gift box of 5 cigars 
get 1 FREE for only $37. They open from Monday to Saturday from 9 am till 6:30 pm and on 
Sundays from 9 am to 1 pm. Aruhiba cigars are now available at the gift stores in your resort 

and at well-known cigar stores. For their 
complete selection and attractive by the box 
prices visit their retail store. Tours are also 
available at their Tobacco farm where their 
cigars are grown and rolled. 


For a group or private tour, call 586 0347 - 
593 6177 or send them an email at 
aruhibacigars@gmail. com 
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Coco is looking for friends and family members 



We would like to intro¬ 
duce you to Coco, one 
of the donkeys that has 
found shelter at the Aru¬ 
ban Donkey Sanctuary. 
Coco was found in the 
Seroe Colorado district. 
Although she was limp¬ 
ing badly, she was not 
easy to catch. For these 
cases our stun gun is the 
only solution. 

Because Coco’s front 
leg was dislocated and 
she was walking on the 
side of her hoof, we 
went straight to the vet, 
but after looking at her 
X-ray, he stated that 
dislocation was the cul¬ 
prit. He straightened her 
leg right away; that was 
easy as Coco was still 
under sedation. 

The donkey then had 
to wear a plaster cast 
for three weeks; we kept 
her skin clean and dis¬ 
infected and now she 
only has a tiny scar to 


prove that she has ever 
been injured. Coco is 
not limping any longer 
and together with her 
fast friend Maartje she is 
enjoying her life at the 
Donkey Sancturary. 

This beautiful donkey has 
been provided with a 
chip, just like all the other 


donkeys. 

On the chip is informa¬ 
tion about the donkey 
and its medical history. 
The donkeys at the sanc¬ 
tuary have a lot of friends 
with whom they can play 
all day long. 

And they love living 
there: they are well- 


cared for, they are fed 
and watered and when 
they are sick the vet is 
called. Yes, they are ex¬ 
pensive customers for 
the sanctuary. 

The volunteers are trying 
to cover the various costs 
with all kinds of activities 
and the sale of great 
donkey memorabilia in 
the shop. 

Fortunately, there are 
also visitors who wish to 
adopt a donkey, who 
buy something at the 
donkey shop or who 
make a donation. Thus 
they help support us. 
Everyone is welcome to 
visit the sanctuary, which 
has opening hours from 9 
am until 4 pm and in the 
weekend from 10 am un¬ 
til 3. 

Entry is free of charge 
and one can enjoy a soft 
drink, a cup of coffee or 
a refreshing ice cream. 
The volunteers of the 


sanctuary are hop¬ 
ing that somebody will 
adopt this friendly, lovely 
donkey. 

Of course the donkey 
will keep on living at the 
sanctuary; you only need 
to pay AWG. 30,-- per 
month for the donkey's 
keep. With this amount 
you help support the 
sanctuary as well as your 
own donkey. 

And you will receive a 
beautiful certificate and 
a super T-shirt and your 
name and photo will be 
posted on our website. 
So please call the sanctu¬ 
ary at 593-2933; you can 
also register via the web¬ 
site www.arubandonkey. 
org or donate money on 
bank account number 
40.03.025 at the Aruba 
Bank! Just do it! Would 
you like to follow the 
donkeys on Facebook: 
surf to Donkey Sanctuary 
Aruba pleaseO 


American Style Burgers Rule!! 



T he inspiration for a good American style 
hamburger comes fight from the owners 
backyard grill. Aoion Walisever - before his 
'retirement 1 - was Known os "The King of Fireplaces 
& Grills" in Mew England. Moving to Aruba From 
Sharon, Massachusetts with his wife Rosie was a 
positive move all around - bul their search for a 
good burger and fries didn’t stretch (or trom home. 

It was this reason thal Rosie & Aaron opened 5 
Burgers Aruba! As the name implies, there are 5 
specially burgers offered including a mammoth 
Western Burger, a tasty melted Gouda Burger, a 
Farmers Burger complete with a fried egg. For the 
very hungry., a 3 poify Mon Burger and to round out 
Ihe specials - o zesty chicken breast wilh special 
sauce is also available, 

Of course, hamburgers and cheeseburgers - small 
and regular sized are also on the menu. But Ihe big 
surprise is the hand-cul daily - trench fries ■ from 
select Idaho potatoes and hand-mode onion rings! 

Cooking ihese In pecnut oil leaves the pure potato 
flavor in fhe fry, A favorite woy to enfoy fries is with 
vinegar! These complement any meal ordered at 5 
Burgers! Burgers are pressed daily and are U.S.D.A, 
choice beet only and lightly seasoned with a special spice blend. They can even satisfy you If you desire o veggie burger. 
Toppings cue encouraged and available at no additional charge - raw or grilled onions &. mushrooms, feltuce, tomato. BBQ 
sauce and many more tasty items. Brand new Hems to the menu include a hand-made beef empanada and chicken bites. 
5 Burgers Aruba is open from Noon to I04sh daily. Delivery Is available to your pool or hotel room! They ore located behind 
Senar Frogs and across from Ihe Radissan Hotel, Came by and enjoy a great burger experience. Rosie 3. Aaron one oFten on 
site - molting sure that you ore happy with your burger experience! Coll 5 BURGERS ARUBA ot 5&6-3904.D 














In this July 24, 2005, file 
photo, overall leader Lance 
Armstrong signals seven for 
his seventh straight win in the 
Tour de France cycling race 
as he pedals during the 21st 
and final stage of the race 
between Corbeil-Essonnes, 
south of Paris, and the French 
capital. 

Associated Press 

Armstrong’s 
fall from 
grace may 
help cycling 

GREG KELLER 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Cycling sup¬ 
porters say that Lance Arm¬ 
strong’s fall from grace, 
while sad, may benefit 
the sport in the future by 
demonstrating to potential 
cheaters what can hap¬ 
pen to them — eventually 
— if they dope. 

Former Tour de France 
champion Bernard 

Thevenet told French 
newspaper Le Monde that 
Armstrong’s lifetime ban 
and loss of his seven Tour 
de France titles “is really a 
very strong message to cy¬ 
cling and those around the 
sport who might be tempt¬ 
ed to cheat." 

Cycling's credibility has 
been repeatedly battered 
since the Festina scandal 
in 1998, when entire teams 
were ejected from the race 
after carloads of drugs 
were found by police. 


Continued on page 21 
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Nick Watney tees off on the tenth 
hole during the second round of 
The Barclays golf tournament at 
Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, 
N.Y., Friday, Aug. 

Associated Press 
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Wozniacki retires with knee injury at New Haven 



Caroline Wozniacki, of Denmark, speaks with reporters after 
retiring from her semifinal match, after losing the first set 7-5, 
against Maria Kirilenko, of Russia, at the New Haven Open ten¬ 
nis tournament in New Haven, Conn., on Friday, Aug. 24, 2012. 

Associated Press 


By PAT EATON-ROBB 

Associated Press 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) 

— Caroline Wozniacki’s 
20-match winning streak in 
New Haven ended Friday 
when the four-time de¬ 
fending champion retired 


from her semifinal match 
with Maria Kirilenko with 
a knee injury. 

Wozniacki, who injured the 
right knee in her quarterfi¬ 
nal win Thursday, called for 
the trainer right after drop¬ 
ping the first set of the semi¬ 


final 7-5 to the 25-year-old 
Russian. 

“I could feel it from the 
start,” she said. “But, you 
know, it just started to get a 
bit worse. I decided to stop 
because if you don’t feel 
a hundred percent, you 
can't compete at a hun¬ 
dred percent. It's better to 
let it rest. I wasn't going to 
win this match anyways if 
I’m not on a hundred per¬ 
cent fit level.” 

The third-seeded Dane 
had won all 20 matches 
she played at the tourna¬ 
ment since entering as a 
relatively unknown 18-year- 
old in 2008. She hadn't 
dropped a set here since 
the 2010 final. 

Wozniacki was trying to 
join Martina Navratilo¬ 
va, Steffi Graf andChris 
Evert as the only players to 
win five consecutive cham¬ 
pionships at the same tour¬ 


nament. 

“You know, you defend it 
again and again, all of a 
sudden you’re in this elite 
group that has won a tour¬ 
nament four times,” she 
said. “I mean, there’s a lot 
of players that never win 
a tournament and there's 
a lot of players that never 
win four. Winning the same 
one four times in a row is 
definitely special.” That 
was part of the reason she 
decided to play Friday, de¬ 
spite the injury, which she 
suffered on a backhand 
return in the opening game 
of the second set Thursday 
against Dominika Cibulko- 
va. She went on to win that 
match 6-2, 6-1 after getting 
the knee taped. 

She said medical experts 
had told her she would not 
hurt the knee further by 
playing Friday. She seemed 
to move well during the 


match, but had a hard 
time with Kirilenko’s serve 
and did not get single 
break point in the set. 
Kirilenko broke Wozniacki in 
the 11th game and served 
out the set to avoid a tie¬ 
breaker. “She was fight¬ 
ing,” Kirilenko said. “She 
was running. When I hit a 
great shot, she couldn't run 
for it. She made the right 
decision. She has to take a 
rest before the U.S. Open.” 
The 25-year-old Russian 
will play either Sara Er- 
rani or Petra Kvitova in the 
finals, the first in theUnited 
States for the Olympic dou¬ 
bles bronze medalist. 

“Every match I feel that I’m 
improving,” Kirilenko said. 
“I found the way to play 
again on hard court, as 
grass court is different com¬ 
pletely than hard. Today I 
played, I think, the best ten¬ 
nis in this tournament. 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 



ORAtlJEJsTAD - The down¬ 
town marina Is home of 
DrUtwoed Fishing Charters, 
Ihe ttrMfrssM fishermen 
of the established seafood 
ie-staurant Driftwood in 
Oronjeslad, 

CHiiiwood owrvef Herby 


Mnayuvottw has 0 lave 
and passion far fishing, 
A Fisherman wtiQ knows 

□Paul iisri. whal our local 
wafers have fa alter,, and 
what the words afresh sea- 
faad 1 " really mean, 
whaf Kerby colches w ;i be 
served In his festourom oe 
She wme day. Herby loves 
iQ shgre his fisfwig pww-a 
wilh the many visitors t-g ihe 
island. His fleet at a 35 It. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
Ofid o 50 ff- Twin Engine 
Post yachf, appropriately 
called "Djifhvood f and H, 
is avaflabte tar charter* an 
a daily basis from earn 10 
12 noon and from | pm 10 




WUinfri df Inn UJHtl W.-cpItkj Gtwp IJuir PAa»lln le-kwtt TDunKmwfif SOQt 


5 pm. 

Catch your own dinner 
A charter snefeucte*: 
captain. mote, an fishing 
equipment. boit. 1000100(1 
bottled wo ter, On a full day 
charier sandwiches and 
macks are alio included. 
You can call Herby direclly 
dl ]2P7] 592 40+D Of 0O lO 
www.cfri 11 woodoruba.corn . 

Dtftiwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea- 
Food restaurant is located 
in characteristic downlown 
Omnjesiod. Their extend 
ed menu has been [ubied 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, os wet as a; 
delicious 4-course menu lor 
jusl *25.95 

Charier deep sea llshfng 
rales: 

54tO -1/2 Ooy 


5760- Full day 
Rales, per boai 
Max. 6 people 
Difflwcod Restaurant 
Authentic Atuban Seolood 
Restaurant; Klipsfroaf 12. 
Downtown Qrqnjesfad 
Tel: |297] 563 2515 
www.aitlwoodorudQ.com 

Opening hours: every day. 
Iron 5 pm Fit iD:3Qprtt. 
Sunday Closed. 
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WNBA Roundup 


Sparks win 101 -77 to end Silver Stars streak at 12 


The Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Los Angeles’ Kristi Toliver 
matched career highs with 
29 points and six 3-pointers 
to lead the Sparks to a 101- 
77 win over San Antonio 
on Thursday, emphatically 
ending the Silver Stars’ 
12-game WNBA winning 
streak. 

Alana Beard added 21 
points as Los Angeles ex¬ 
tended a winning run of its 
own to eight games and 
moved within a game of 
Western Conference lead¬ 
er Minnesota. 

Los Angeles avenged a 
loss to San Antonio at June 
24 which was its only home 
defeat in 12 games this 
year. 

Danielle Robinson had a 
season-high 22 points for 
the Silver Stars. 

Indiana 68, Seattle 66 
The Indiana Fever also im¬ 
proved its playoff position¬ 
ing by beating the Seattle 
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Seattle Storm’s Sue Bird shoots over Indiana Fever's Katie Douglas (23) and Tamika Catchings 
(24) during a WNBA baseball game, Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012, in Seattle. 

Associated Press 


Storm 68-66, with Shavonte 
Zellous sinking a buzzer-beat¬ 
ing 3-pointer. 

Indiana scored the last 15 
points of the game to stun the 
Storm, and crept within 3 1-2 
games of Eastern Conference 
leader Connecticut. 

Tamika Catchings had 18 
points and 11 rebounds to 
lead the Fever, who trailed by 
13 with 4:04 to go. 

Camille Little scored 15 points 
to lead Seattle, who were 0 
for 5 from the field and com¬ 
mitted four turnovers over the 
final 3:50. 

The loss spoiled Lauren Jack¬ 
son’s anticipated season de¬ 
but with the Storm. The three¬ 
time MVP, who missed the 
first half of the season while 
training with the Australian na¬ 
tional team for the Olympics, 
finished with four points and six 
rebounds in about 24 minutes. 
In Thursday’s other game. 
New York Liberty beat Phoenix 
89-77, handing the Mercury 
their ninth loss on the trot. □ 



Join us today for 
Alhambra's Heatwave of Cash! 

From 6pm to 10pm, we're giving away 
$20 CASH to lucky Advantage players 
every 20 minutes. 


The Shops 


at Alhambra Casino 


Dining 

- Baskin Robbim 

- Duntcin DeinuEi 
» Fjsien - Agrw, 

tiqur it- tVi'.'ir £pr 

- tin^r- 

rfww fTfron; 


Juan Valdez C-ilc 
Little Caesars 
Eufav^ 


Retail 

> Aruba AIm' 

■ Aruba Mem a riel' 

’ Dahert Company 
. Diamond? 
International' 

■ Dim Logo Shop' 


R-Clast' 

The Lazy Lizard 
The Market 


Where Aruba goes to play! 


Open daily 14am to 4am ■ IT. Iraosquin Clvd 447 ■ 543,5000 ■ www.caiinoalhamtirci.wm 


CASINO AND SHOPS 
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?jL Asian Bistro !^ 


LUNCH SPECIALS slartrq □! $9,95 


fftRLV BIRD SPECIALS rtmmj m $14,95 (6-7pm) 


HOUSC SPCCfftLS rfqriinq q! $16,95 


NOW S€RVING SUSHI (lurvcH ethd dinner) 


Located at South Beach Centre | Palm Beach 55, Aruba | Tel: 586 3888 | Fax: 586 8883 


Watney, Garcia share lead at The Barclays 



Tiger Woods blasts out of a sand trap on the second hole during the second round of The Barclays 
golf tournament at Bethpage State Park in Farmingdale, N.Y., Friday, Aug. 24, 2012. 

Associated Press 


DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 
FARMINGDALE, New York 

(AP) — Nick Watney and 
a resurgent Sergio Garcia 
shared the lead in The Bar¬ 
clays after Friday’s second 
round while Tiger Woods 
played through back pain 
to stay within range. 
Garcia, who won last week 
for his first PGA Tour win in 
four years, had a 68. Wat¬ 
ney had a 69, giving him a 
share of the 36-hole lead 
and a chance to salvage 
a dismal year. They were at 
8-under 134. 

Woods felt a twinge in his 
lower back when he awoke 
and felt pain throughout 
the second round at Beth¬ 
page Black. He had a 69 
and was three shots out 
of the lead going into the 
weekend, where some two 
dozen players were sepa¬ 
rated by only five shots. 
“Must have slept funny on 
it,” Woods said. “Soft beds 
at the hotel, and woke up 
this morning with it stiff. As I 
warmed up, it got progres¬ 
sively worse, and then you 
saw what happened on 
the golf course. It hurt all 
day.” 

Garcia made bogey on 
the third hole with what he 
called his worst swing of the 
week and atoned for that 
with a tee shot on the par-5 
fourth that restored his mo¬ 
mentum and sent him to a 
68. Watney, whose season 
has been so dismal that he 
isn’t even in the Ryder Cup 
conversation as a potential 
pick, went eagle-birdie on 
the par 5s on the front nine 
and then survived a roller 
coaster of birdies and bo¬ 


geys on the back nine. 
Vijay Singh, who last won 
a PGA Tour event in 2008 
when he captured the 
opening two playoff events 
and sailed to the FedEx Cup 
title, played bogey-free for 
a 67 and was one shot out 
of the lead, along with Bob 
Estes, who had a 66. John 
Senden (68) and Pat Perez 
(70) were another stroke 
back at 6-under 136. 

Rory Mcllroy noticed Woods 
wincing on the opening 
tee shot. About an hour lat¬ 
er, Mcllroy felt his own pain 
with sloppy mistakes during 
a four-hole stretch, three of 
them bogeys, that left him 
outside the cut line. But not 
for long. The PGA cham¬ 
pion bounced back with 
an 18-foot birdie putt on 
the ninth, added two more 
birdies and had a 73. 

The cut was at 1-over 143, 
ending the FedEx Cup 
playoffs for the likes of 
Robert Allenby, Ryder Cup 
captain Davis Love III and 
Heath Slocum, who nar¬ 
rowly got into the 125-man 
field at the start of the play¬ 
offs. 

Garcia didn’t look as 
though he would be 
around the PGA Tour's ver¬ 
sion of a postseason until 
winning last week in North 
Carolina. 

“Golf is a funny game,” 
Garcia said. “When you 
think that you have it under 
control, it kicks you down. 
And then all of a sudden, it 
gives you something to live 
it again. If I’m not hitting the 
shots, then it doesn’t help.” 
He hit plenty of good ones 
at Bethpage, including a 
chip-in for birdie from be¬ 


hind the green at No. 2, 
the drive that pleased him 
so much on No. 4, and an 
8-iron from 171 yards on the 
tough fifth hole to about 8 
feet for birdie. 

Garcia announced after 
the round that he would 
not play in the Deutsche 
Bank Championship next 
week at the TPC Boston, 
saying he wanted to stay 
fresh for the Ryder Cup. 
Watney hasn’t given him¬ 
self many chances this 
year, but if his game isn't 
coming around, at least his 
attitude is. 

“If a football team is strug¬ 
gling, they win one game, 
it's not really a success,” 
Watney said. “But in golf 
if you're struggling, you 
win one tournament, all of 
a sudden ... I don't know 
how Sergio was playing, 
but he wins last week and 
he's right up there again 


this week. He’s climbing the 
rankings and all that stuff. 
Golf is funny in that way. 
Just a couple little things 
here and there, and all of 
a sudden you're playing 
great." 

There was evidence of that 
all over Bethpage. 

Padraig Harrington opened 
with a 64 and revived talk 
about his slim chances 
of making the European 
Ryder Cup. Then, he bo¬ 
geyed his opening three 
holes and had to grind out 
a 75 to stay in the mix at 
3-under 139. Mcllroy went 
from three straight bogeys 
and three birdies in five 
holes. Singh was a forgot¬ 
ten Fijian until he shared the 
36-hole lead with Woods at 
the PGA Championship, 
and now goes into another 
weekend with high hopes. 
“I'm playing as good as I 
did in any part of my ca¬ 


reer,” Singh said. “I’m hit¬ 
ting the ball as long. I'm hit¬ 
ting the ball straighten I feel 
a lot of confidence in me. 
It’s just I need to get some 
kind of momentum going. I 
thought I had it at the PGA, 
but I kind of let it slip there 
on Sunday.” 

Woods’ discomfort be¬ 
came evident in the middle 
of the back nine, especially 
stooping over so carefully 
to pluck the ball out of the 
cup that it looked like he 
was doing a curtsey. The 
worst of it came on the par- 
5 13th, when he drove into 
a fairway bunker. Walking 
down the slope, he lost his 
footing, both feet landed 
in the sand with a thud. He 
stooped over to catch his 
breath, blasted out and 
eventually had to play a 
nifty pitch-and-run from the 
back slope of a cross bun¬ 
ker to save his parO 
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NL Capsules 

Mayberry’s hit lifts Phillies over Reds 4-3 in 11 



Philadelphia Phillies’ John Mayberry Jr., left, watches his single 
to left field in front of Cincinnati Reds’ Dioner Navarro in the 
eleventh inning of a baseball game on Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012, 
in Philadelphia. The Phillies won 4-3. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
PHILADELPHIA (AP) 

John Mayberry Jr. hit an 
RBI single in the bottom of 
the 11th inning to lift the 
Philadelphia Phillies to a 4-3 
victory over the Cincinnati 
Reds on Thursday night. 
Todd Frazier drove in 
all three runs for the NL 
Central-leading Reds, who 
were seeking their first series 
win in Philadelphia since 
2006. 

The Phillies tied it in the 
eighth on Jimmy Rollins’ 
sacrifice fly and won it on 
Mayberry’s hit off Alfredo 
Simon (2-2) to split the four- 
game set. They took over 
sole possession of third 
place in the NL East for the 
first time since April. 

Raul Valdes (3-2) worked 
a scoreless 11 th for the 
win. Philadelphia’s bullpen 
pitched five hitless innings. 
In a matchup between 
NL Cy Young Award 
candidates, neither Johnny 
Cueto nor Cole Hamels 
was sharp. 

CARDINALS 13, ASTROS 5 
ST. LOUIS (AP) — David 


Armstrong 

Continued from page 17 


The punishments imposed 
Friday by U.S. anti-doping 
authorities on one of sport's 
most highly acclaimed fig¬ 
ures follows on sanctions 
handed to Armstrong’s 
contemporaries Floyd Lan¬ 
dis, Jan Ullrich and Alberto 
Contador. 

That four of the sport’s top 
figures of the last 20 years 
have been sanctioned is 
seen by many as a sign 
thatcycling is gradually 
cleaning up its act — and 
mapping a positive way 
ahead. 

Tour de France organizers 
declined to make any de¬ 
tailed comment on Arm¬ 
strong’s case, saying they 
would wait for a detailed 
explanation of the official 
decision from USADA and 
the UCI, cycling's govern¬ 
ing body. 

Five-time Tour winner Ber¬ 
nard Hinault was dismissive 
of how Armstrong's case 
had been handled. 


Freese's three-run homer 
snapped the Cardinals’ 
seven-game longball 
drought and St. Louis beat 
Houston to complete a 
three-game sweep. 

Freese and Matt Holliday 
each had four RBIs and 
Allen Craig had three 
hits and three RBIs. The 
Cardinals shrugged aside 
a 4-0, fourth-inning deficit 
and sent Houston to its 
seventh straight loss. 

The Astros are 0-4 while 
getting outscored 32-8 
since interim manager Tony 
DeFrancesco replaced 
Brad Mills as leader of 
the stripped-down roster. 
Houston has won just seven 
of its last 50 overall. The 
Astros were swept for the 
third time this month and 
12th overall. 

Holliday’s three-run double 
in the fifth was the go- 
ahead blow. Astros rookie 
Dallas Keuchel (1-6) was 
charged with five earned 
runs in four-plus innings. 
Jake Westbrook (13-9) 
won for the fourth time in 
five starts. The Cardinals 


“Frankly, I don't give a 
damn,” Hinault told Ouest 
France newspaper. “It’s 
his problem, not mine. This 
problem should have been 
settled 10 or 15 years ago.” 
Two-time Tour winner 
Thevenet said that Arm¬ 
strong’s downfall “is very 
bad news for cycling” 
though balanced by the 
potential deterrent effect 
for the future. 

At the grassroots level, lit¬ 
tle change is expected to 
come from cycling's latest 
scandal. 

The cycling boom that 
Armstrong is credited with 
sparking in the U.S. con¬ 
tinued both during his 
2006-08 absence from the 
sport and since his retire¬ 
ment, according to fig¬ 
ures from USA Cycling. 
Numbers show an uninter¬ 
rupted increase in USA Cy¬ 
cling's membership, to 
70,829 last year from 69,771 
a year earlier. 

The former deputy head of 
the Tour de France said the 
latest twist in Armstrong’s 
case “isn’t a surprise, 


totaled 17 hits and were 10 
for 14 with runners in scoring 
position. 

ROCKIES 1, METS 0 
NEW YORK (AP) — Collin 
McHugh pitched two-hit 
ball over seven scoreless 
innings for New York in his 
major league debut, but 
Colorado completed its 
second straight four-game 
sweep at Citi Field. 

Rookie center fielder 
Jordany Valdespin 

misplayed Tyler Colvin’s 
leadoff drive in the eighth 
into a game-changing 
triple. Chris Nelson hit an RBI 
single through the drawn-in 
infield. 

The last-place Rockies tied 
a season high with their fifth 
straight win and completed 
their second four-game 
sweep in two years at Citi 
Field. 

McHugh pitched 

masterfully in place of 
injured Johan Santana 
with nine strikeouts and 
one walk. But after he left, 
the Rockies broke through 
quickly against Bobby 
Parnell (2-3). 


we've been expecting this 
for a while.” Daniel Baal, 
the Tour deputy director 
from 2001 to 2004, the pin¬ 
nacle of Armstrong's reign, 
said cycling authorities 
must not stop pursuing oth¬ 
ers connected to any dop¬ 
ing uncovered by the Arm- 


Rex Brothers (8-2) pitched 
two innings for the win. 
Matt Belisle, Colorado's 
fifth pitcher, got his first 
save since June 22, 2010. 
The punchless Mets went 
0 for 10 with runners in 
scoring position and were 
held to two runs or fewer for 
the sixth straight game, the 
first time that's happened 
since a streak of seven in 


strong investigation. 

“My only wish is that USADA 
go all the way and lay out 
the whole dossier, because 
we have to know every¬ 
thing, especially all the ac¬ 
complices who supported 
Lance Armstrong,” Baal 
said on France Info radio. 


a row in September 1982, 
according to STATS LLC. 
The Mets dropped to 11- 
28 since the All-Star break, 
which includes a 2-14 mark 
at home. 

GIANTS 5, BRAVES 2 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
Barry Zito took a three-hit 
shutout into the ninth inning 
and Hector Sanchez’s two- 
run double highlighted 
a four-run fifth for San 
Francisco in its fourth 
straight win. 

Fresh off a sweep at Los 
Angeles, the NL West 
leaders won behind Zito 
(10-8), who allowed five hits, 
struck out five and walked 
three before Freddie 
Freeman’s two-run double 
off reliever Jeremy Affeldt 
broke up the shutout. 

With two runners on, Sergio 
Romo got pinch-hitters 
Jason Heyward and Juan 
Francisco to ground out for 
his sixth save. 

Hunter Pence, Brandon 
Belt and Pablo Sandoval 
all drove in runs to chase 
Atlanta starter Tommy 
Hanson (12-6) after 4 1-3 
innings. Hanson gave up 
five hits and five runs while 
striking out four and walking 
three. 

San Francisco has won nine 
of 12 to take a three-game 
lead over the Dodgers in 
the division 

In other NL games it was 
Colorado 1, N.Y. Mets 0; 
St. Louis 13, Houston 5; 
Philadelphia 4, Cincinnati 
3, 11 innings; and San 
Francisco 5, Atlanta 2. □ 



his April 1, 2012 file photo shows seven-time Tour de France 
champion Lance Armstrong grimacing during a news 
conference after the Memorial Hermann Ironman 70.3 Texas 
triathlon in Galveston, Texas. A federal judge in Austin, Texas, 
has thrown out Lance Armstrong’s lawsuit against the U.S. Anti- 
Doping Agency, an attempt to stop the drug case against the 
seven-time Tour de France winner. 

Associated Press 

























Saturday, August 25, 2012 


^ I HEALTH 



Court: Government can fund 
embryonic stem cell research 


West Nile virus causes kidney 
disease, Houston study finds 


Todd Ackerman 
© 2012 Houston Chronicle 
The West Nile virus is consid¬ 
ered an acute threat, caus¬ 
ing death or brain-related 
disability in a tiny fraction of 
cases, but a new Houston 
study suggests it routinely 
can result in serious, lasting 
damage. 

Baylor College of Medi¬ 
cine researchers studying 


local people in years after 
they were infected with the 
mosquito-borne infection 
found four in 10 had vary¬ 
ing stages of chronic kidney 
disease related to the virus. 
The kidney disease is poten¬ 
tially fatal. 

"This demonstrates that ev¬ 
erybody, not just the elderly 
and the immune-compro- 
mised, needs to take pre¬ 
cautions against mosqui¬ 
toes," said Kristy Murray, a 
professor of tropical medi¬ 
cine at Baylor College of 
Medicine and the study’s 


senior author. "Healthy 
people appear to be quite 
at risk of kidney disease 
from bites, too.” 

Murray said she was very 
surprised by the study find¬ 
ings - that West Nile-related 
kidney disease is occurring, 
that it's common and that 
it’s even very likely to af¬ 
fect infected people who 
never had symptoms. She 


focused on kidney disease 
after learning about a few 
study participants’ unex¬ 
pected development of 
kidney problems. 

Because of the study, pub¬ 
lished online in the journal 
PLoS, the team is advising 
doctors to screen patients 
with any history of West Nile 
infection for kidney disease 
and those with unexplained 
kidney disease for the vi¬ 
rus, Murray said. She esti¬ 
mated that roughly 45,000 
Houston-area people have 
been infected with the vi¬ 


rus, many of whom don't 
know it. 

Texas is in the midst of its 
most prolific West Nile sea¬ 
son ever, although the 
greatest numbers by far 
are occurring in the north¬ 
ern part of the state. Dallas 
County has confirmed 270 
human cases of West Nile 
disease and 14 deaths this 
year. Harris County has had 
19 cases and three deaths. 
Still, Harris County’s deaths 
so far represent the most at 
this point of the season in 
recent years. Wednesday 
night, it conducted aerial 
spraying of 63,000 acres in 
the west and north. 

U.S. health officials said 
Wednesday that Texas’ 
active season has the na¬ 
tion on pace for the larg¬ 
est outbreak ever. National 
numbers lag behind the 
local numbers, but the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention is reporting 
1,118 West Nile illnesses, up 
from fewer than 700 cases 
a week ago. The CDC re¬ 
ports 41 deaths. 

Only one in 150 infected 
get severe symptoms from 
West Nile disease, which 
can lead to imbalance, 
coma, paralysis and death. 
But the conventional wis¬ 
dom has been that people 
without symptoms - eight of 
10 of those infected - and 
people who recover from 
mild cases are then im¬ 
mune from the disease. 

In her study of 139 Houston- 
area people infected with 
the virus and followed for 
10 years, however, Murray 
found that the virus com¬ 
monly takes residence in 
the kidney and replicates 
there, resulting in inflam¬ 
mation and disease as the 
body tries to fight the infec¬ 
tion. 

People who survived the 
disease's most severe 
symptoms were most likely 
to have suffered kidney 
damage - 60 percent, 

within seven to nine years 
after infection - but a sig¬ 
nificant percentage of dis¬ 
ease occurred in all groups. 
In those who never had 
symptoms, 39 percent had 
kidney disease four to six 
years later.Q 


JESSE J. HOLLAND 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A U.S. 
appeals court on Friday re¬ 
fused to order the Obama 
administration to stop fund¬ 
ing embryonic stem cell re¬ 
search, despite complaints 
the work relies on destroyed 
human embryos. 

The U.S. Circuit Court of Ap¬ 
peals for the Washington 
area upheld a lower court 
decision throwing out a law¬ 
suit that challenged federal 
funding for the research, 
which is used in pursuit of 
cures to deadly diseases. 
Opponents claimed the 
National Institutes of Health 
was violating the 1996 Dick¬ 
ey-Wicker law that prohibits 
taxpayer financing for work 
that harms an embryo. 

But a three-judge appeals 
court panel unanimously 
agreed with a lower court 
judge's dismissal of the 
case. This is the second 
time the appeals court has 
said that the challenged 
federal funding of embry¬ 
onic stem cell research was 
permissible. 

“Dickey-Wicker permits 
federal funding of research 
projects that utilize already- 
derived ESCs — which are 
not themselves embryos 
— because no ‘human 
embryo or embryos are de¬ 
stroyed’ in such projects,” 


Chief Judge David B. Sen- 
telle said in the ruling, add¬ 
ing that the plaintiffs made 
the same argument the last 
the time the court reviewed 
the issue. “Therefore, un¬ 
less they have established 
some ‘extraordinary cir¬ 
cumstance,’ the law of the 
case is established and we 
will not revisit the issue.” 
Researchers hope one day 
to use stem cells in ways 
that cure spinal cord in¬ 
juries, Parkinson’s disease 
and other ailments. Oppo¬ 
nents of the research ob¬ 
ject because the cells were 
obtained from destroyed 
human embryos. 

Though current research 
is using cells culled long 
ago, opponents say they 
also fear research success 
would spur new embryo 
destruction. 

Proponents say the re¬ 
search cells come mostly 
from extra embryos that 
fertility clinics would have 
discarded anyway. 

The lawsuit was filed in 2009 
by two scientists who ar¬ 
gued that Obama’s expan¬ 
sion jeopardized their ability 
to win government funding 
for research using adult 
stem cells — ones that have 
already matured to create 
specific types of tissues — 
because it will mean extra 
competition. Q 


Lilly Alzheimer’s drug fails 
study but flashes potential 

By TOM MURPHY 
Associated Press 

INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — A possible Alzheimer's disease treat¬ 
ment from drugmaker Eli Lilly missed the main goals of two 
late-stage studies, but the treatment showed some po¬ 
tential for slowing memory decline in patients with mild 
cases of the mind-robbing condition. 

Shares of the Lilly climbed Friday after the Indianapolis 
company announced what could be a step toward a 
long-awaited breakthrough in the fight against a disease 
that has no cure and ultimately proves fatal. But doctors 
and Lilly officials cautioned against overreacting to the 
study’s initial results. 

Lilly said Friday that its treatment, solanezumab, failed to 
slow cognitive decline, which involves a person’s ability to 
remember things, in two late-stage studies of about 1,000 
patients each. But when data from the trials were com¬ 
bined, scientists saw a statistically significant slowing of the 
rate of cognitive decline in that bigger population. 

They also saw a statistically significant result when they ex¬ 
amined a subgroup of patients with mild cases of Alzheim¬ 
er’s disease. The studies focused on patients with mild to 
moderate Alzheimer's cases. □ 



Mosquito tech Spencer Lockwood sorts mosquitos at the Dallas 
County mosquito lab in Dallas, Thursday, Aug. 23, 2012. Baylor 
College of Medicine researchers studying local people in years 
after they were infected with the mosquito-borne infection found 
four in 10 had varying stages of chronic kidney disease related 
to the virus. The kidney disease is potentially fatal. 

(AP Photo/LM Otero) 
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NOW SERVING BREAKFAST 

• LUNCH • DINNER 


ALL YOU CAN 
EAT PANCAKES 


$6.99 



m 


$3.99 
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FREE COFFEE 
UNLIMITED REFILLS WITH 
ANY BREAKFAST ENTREE 


OPEN DAILY - 8:00 A. 


10:00 ISH 


FREE DELIVERY OVER $40 

FOR HI AND LOW RISE HOTEL DISTRICT - INCLUDING THE REACH! 


TEL 




5 Burgers Aruba 




LOCATED BEHIND SENOR FROGS. ACROSS FROM THE RADISSON HOTEL 
Serving breakfast from 8:00 am til 12:00 noon 


BURGERS HANDPRESSED / DAILY FRESH CUT FRIES! I 


Verdict reached for Apple in Samsung case 



Samsung Electronics' Galaxy S III, right, and Apple's iPhone 4S 
are displayed at a mobile phone shop in Seoul, South Korea, Fri¬ 
day, Aug. 24, 2012. South Korea’s Samsung won a home court 
ruling in its global smartphone battle against Apple on Friday 
when Seoul judges said the company didn't copy the look and 
feel of the U.S. company's iPhone, and that Apple infringed on 
Samsung's wireless technology. However, in a split decision on 
patents, the panel also said Samsung violated Apple technol¬ 
ogy behind the bounce-back feature when scrolling on touch 
screens, and ordered both sides to pay limited damages. 
Associated Press 


PAUL ELIAS 
Associated Press 
SAN JOSE, California (AP) 
— After a year of scorched- 
earth litigation, a jury de¬ 
cided Friday that Samsung 
ripped off the innova¬ 
tive technology used by 
Apple to create its revolu¬ 
tionary iPhone and iPad. 
The jury ordered Samsung 
to pay Apple $1.05 billion. 
An appeal is expected. 
Apple Inc. filed its patent 
infringement lawsuit in April 
2011 and engaged legions 
of the country’s highest- 
paid patent lawyers to de¬ 
mand $2.5 billion from its 
top smartphone competi¬ 
tor. Samsung Electronics 
Co. fired back with its own 
lawsuit seeking $399 million. 
During closing arguments, 
Apple attorney Harold 
McElhinny claimed Sam¬ 
sung was having a “crisis 
of design” after the 2007 
launch of the iPhone, and 
executives with the South 


Korean company were de¬ 
termined to illegally cash in 
on the success of the revo¬ 
lutionary device. 

Samsung's lawyers coun¬ 
tered that it was simply 
and legally giving consum¬ 
ers what they want: Smart 
phones with big screens. 
They said Samsung didn’t 
violate any of Apple’s pat¬ 
ents and further alleged 
innovations claimed by Ap¬ 
ple were actually created 
by other companies. 
Samsung has emerged as 
one of Apple’s biggest rivals 
and has overtaken Apple 
as the leading smartphone 
maker. 

Samsung's Galaxy line of 
phones run on Android, a 
mobile operating system 
that Google Inc. has given 
out for free to Samsung and 
other phone makers. 
Samsung conceded that 
Apple makes great prod¬ 
ucts but said it doesn’t have 
a monopoly on the design 


of rectangle phones with 
rounded corners that it 
claimed it created. 

The trial came after each 
side filed a blizzard of legal 
motions and refused advi¬ 
sories by U.S. District Judge 
Lucy Koh to settle the dis¬ 
pute out of court. 
Deliberations by the jury of 
seven men and two wom¬ 
en began Wednesday. 
Samsung has sold 22.7 mil¬ 
lion smartphones and tab¬ 
lets that Apple claimed 
uses its technology. McEl¬ 
hinny said those devices 
accounted for $8.16 billion 
in sales since June 2010. 
Apple and Samsung com¬ 
bined account for more 
than half of global smart¬ 
phone sales. 

As part of its lawsuit, Apple 
also demanded that Sam¬ 
sung pull its most popular 
cellphones and computer 
tablets from the U.S. mar¬ 
ket. 

From the beginning, legal 
experts and Wall Street 
analysts viewed Samsung 
as the underdog in the 
case. Apple's headquar¬ 
ters is a mere 10 miles from 
the courthouse, and jurors 
were picked from the heart 
of Silicon Valley where Ap¬ 
ple’s late founder Steve 
Jobs is a revered techno¬ 
logical pioneer. 

While the legal and tech¬ 
nological issues were com¬ 
plex, patent expert Alex¬ 
ander I. Poltorak previously 
said the case would likely 
boil down to whether jurors 
believe Samsung’s prod¬ 
ucts look and feel almost 
identical to Apple’s iPhone 
and iPad. 

To overcome that chal¬ 
lenge at trial, Samsung’s 


lawyers argued that many 
of Apple’s claims of inno¬ 
vation were either obvious 
concepts or ideas stolen 
from Sony Corp. and others. 
Experts called that line of 
argument a high-risk strat¬ 
egy because of Apple’s 
reputation as an innovator. 
Apple’s lawyers argued 
there is almost no differ¬ 
ence between Samsung 
products and those of Ap¬ 
ple, and presented inter¬ 
nal Samsung documents 
they said showed it copied 
Apple designs. Samsung 
lawyers insisted that sev¬ 
eral other companies and 
inventors had previously 
developed much of the 
Apple technology at issue. 


The U.S. trial is just the lat¬ 
est skirmish between the 
two tech giants over prod¬ 
uct designs. Previous legal 
battles were fought in Aus¬ 
tralia, the United Kingdom 
and Germany. 

The U.S. case is one of some 
50 lawsuits among myriad 
telecommunications com¬ 
panies jockeying for posi¬ 
tion in the burgeoning $219 
billion market for smart¬ 
phones and computer tab¬ 
lets. 

A jury has ruled for Apple in 
its huge smartphone patent 
infringement case involv¬ 
ing Samsung and ordered 
Samsung to pay $1.5 billion. 
The verdict was reached 
FridayO 


Amazon adds NBC shows 
to Prime video lineup 

SEATTLE (AP) — Amazon.com Inc. is adding NBC shows to 
its roster of free videos that can be watched online by cus¬ 
tomers who pay $79 a year for unlimited free shipping on 
goods bought at theonline retailer. 

The deal announced Friday adds prior seasons of TV shows 
such as “Parks and Recreation," "Parenthood,” "Friday 
Night Lights," "Heroes,” "Battlestar Galactica" to its line¬ 
up. 

About 22,000 movies and TV episodes are now available 
in its Prime Instant Video service, which is an enticement 
for people to sign up for the shipping program, Amazon 
Prime. 

The program promises free two-day shipping on a variety 
of goods for an annual fee, which can cut costs for peo¬ 
ple who do a lot of shopping on Amazon.com. 

NBC is a division of Comcast Corp.'s NBCUniversal.Q 

































Saturday, August 25, 2012 


111 BUSINESS 


Bernanke comments help 
stocks pare losses 


CHRISTINA REXRODE 
AP Business Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — The stock 
market keeps getting tossed 
around by the Fed. 

Stocks opened lower Friday 
but reversed course after a 
letter surfaced from Federal 
Reserve Chairman Ben Ber¬ 
nanke suggesting there was 
room for the central bank to 
do more to help the econ¬ 
omy. 

“There is scope for further 
action by the Federal Re¬ 
serve to ease financial con¬ 
ditions and strengthen the 
recovery," Bernanke wrote 


to California Rep. Darrell 
Issa, a Republican, in a let¬ 
ter obtained by The Wall 
Street Journal. 

The Dow Jones industrial av¬ 
erage was down 30 points 
at its low but finished 100.51 
points higher, at 13,157.97, 
its first gain all week. It was 
still the first losing week for 


the Dow since early July. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 9.05 to 1,411.13 
but also snapped a six-week 
winning streak. The Nasdaq 
composite index rose 16.39 
to 3,069.79, ending five 
straight weeks of gains. 

In a typically slow August, 
without much else to influ¬ 
ence trading, investors have 
grasped for hints about 
what the Fed might do. 

On Wednesday afternoon, 
investors pushed stocks 
higher after the Fed re¬ 
leased meeting minutes 
that appeared to signal it 


was ready to take more ac¬ 
tion to prop up the econo¬ 
my. 

On Thursday, stocks de¬ 
clined when a Fed regional 
bank president cast doubt 
on the idea, saying in an 
interview with CNBC that 
the economic recovery 
appeared to be gaining 


strength. 

Then on Friday, Bernanke 
shook up the market again. 
His letter was in response 
to questions from Issa, the 
head of the House oversight 
committee, who had asked 
whether it was premature to 
consider additional steps. 
The Fed has several options, 
including buying bonds, as 
it has done twice since the 
2008 financial crisis, to try 
to lower interest rates and 
drive investors into the stock 
market. 

Still, it's debatable how 
much future Fed action 
would help the market or 
the economy. On Friday, 
some analysts thought it 
strange that the market 
moved so decisively on just 
an inkling about what the 
Fed chairman might be 
thinking. 

“What’s new about what 
came out?" said Ann Mi- 
letti, senior portfolio man¬ 
ager at Wells Fargo Advan¬ 
tage Funds in Menomonee 
Falls, Wisconsin. “I guess the 
markets are dependent on 
having some commentary 
about the macro economy 
every single day.” 

For the most part, the mar¬ 
ket has been hard to read 
this month. Without much 
news, trading volume has 
been low, and investors 
haven't had much convic¬ 
tion either way about the 
economy. 

Of 18 trading days in Au¬ 
gust, only once has the 
Dow moved more than 1 
percent. On five days, it has 
been virtually flat, moving 
less than one-tenth of a per¬ 
centage point. 

The turbulence likely lies 
ahead. □ 



A man walks in front of the electronic stock board of a securities 
firm as Japan’s Nikkei 225 index falls 100.94 points to 9077.18 
in Tokyo Friday, Aug. 24, 2012. US stocks opened lower Friday 
but reversed course after a letter surfaced from Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bernanke suggesting there was room for the 
central bank to do more to help the economy. 

(AP Photo/ltsuo Inouye) 


ABN Amro profits slide in 2Q 


AMSTERDAM (AP) — ABN 

Amro, the bank owned by 
the Dutch state, says sec¬ 
ond quarter earnings fell 9.9 
percent due to more of its 
loans going bad. 

Net profit was €291 million 
($365 million), compared 
with €323 million a year ago. 
ABN blamed lower interest 
margins, falling commis¬ 


sions, and a near-doubling 
in bad loans to €367 million 
from €187 million. 

CEO Gerrit Zalm blamed a 
Dutch recession, pointing 
to rising bankruptcies and 
unemployment rising to 6.5 
percent. 

The latest government data 
show the economy has ac¬ 
tually been slowly growing, 
however. 


Meanwhile ABN's retail de¬ 
posits increased by €7.7 bil¬ 
lion, benefitting from savers 
frightened by Europe’s debt 
crisis. 

The government purchased 
ABN Amro to save the na¬ 
tion’s banking system in 
2008 as previous owner For- 
tis slid toward bankruptcy. 
The deal cost taxpayers 
around €32 billion. □ 





i 




i 

3ri 



Lauren Jonker, of Atlanta, opens up a dishwasher on display 
at a Lowe's store in Atlanta. Signs that U.S. manufacturing is 
faltering emerged from a report Friday that orders for long- 
lasting factory goods, excluding the volatile transportation 
category, fell in July for the fourth time in five months. 

(AP Photo/David Goldman) 


Drop in US durable goods 
orders shows weakness 


CHRISTOPHER S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Signs that U.S. manufacturing is fal¬ 
tering emerged from a report Friday that orders for long- 
lasting factory goods, excluding the volatile transporta¬ 
tion category, fell in July for the fourth time in five months. 
Overall orders for durable goods rose a seasonally ad¬ 
justed 4.2 percent in July, the Commerce Department 
said. But excluding aircraft and other transportation 
goods, orders dropped 0.4 percent. 

Durable goods are items meant to last at least three 
years. Orders for so-called core capital goods, a key 
measure of business investment plans, fell 3.4 percent. 
That’s the biggest drop since November and the fourth 
decline in five months. And June’s figure was revised 
down to show a drop of 2.7 percent — much worse than 
the initial estimate of a 1.7 percent fall. 

“This is a very weak report,” Paul Ashworth, an economist 
at Capital Economics, said in a note to clients. 

Core capital goods include computers, industrial ma¬ 
chinery and steel. The steady decline in such orders sug¬ 
gests that companies are worried that the economy will 
slow and are reducing investment. Europe’s financial 
crisis has pushed that region to the brink of recession, 
threatening exports of U.S. goods. Economies in China, 
India and Brazil are also growing more slowly. 

The U.S. economy is also at risk of going off a “fiscal cliff” 
at the end of the year. That's when tax increases and 
deep spending cuts will take effect unless Congress 
reaches a budget agreement. 

The slowdown in manufacturing could encourage the 
Federal Reserve to step up its efforts to stimulate the 
economy. At the Fed’s last meeting, policymakers sig¬ 
naled that they were moving closer to launching anoth¬ 
er round of bond-buying, according to minutes released 
Wednesday. The goal would be to lower longer-term in¬ 
terest rates to encourage more borrowing and spending. 
“Ignore the headline jump; the slump in capital goods 
orders will only strengthen the Fed's resolve to act soon,” 
Ashworth said. This week, the Congressional Budget Of¬ 
fice warned that if the fiscal crisis remained unresolved 
all next year, it would probably tip the U.S. economy into 
a recession. Unemployment would rise to around 9 per¬ 
cent by late next year as a result of the spending cuts 
and tax increases, the CBO said. Unemployment is now 
8.3 percent. Some economists worry that companies are 
already postponing spending until the budget crisis is re¬ 
solved. Durable goods orders amounted to $230.7 billion 
in July, 63 percent above the recession low hit in March 
2009. □ 
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In private equity, profiting from small-time deals 


PAUL SULLIVAN 
© 2012 New York Times 

Private equity investing is 
getting a lot of attention 
this presidential season. 
Now that Mitt Romney, 
whose fortune came from 
his private equity work at 
Bain Capital, is set to ac¬ 
cept the Republican presi¬ 
dential nomination next 
week in Tampa, Fla., the 
industry will certainly spend 
the fall in the spotlight. 

But what Romney did at 
Bain was on a grand scale. 
There is another variety 
of private equity investors 
gaining ground. Call them 
the do-it-yourself Romneys. 
Driven by low returns on 
public investments and a 
desire to have a direct say 
in how the investment per¬ 
forms, these people are 
stepping in to find, invest in 
and ultimately profit from 
small-time private equity 
deals. 

Far removed from the 
glamour of Bain, this do-it- 
yourself band is driven by 
the same belief: that pro¬ 
fessional managers can 
take an entrepreneur’s 
idea and turn it into some¬ 
thing much bigger. The dif¬ 
ference is that their past 
experience may not be 
relevant to running a com¬ 
pany. 

I was interested in finding 
out more about what peo¬ 
ple expected going into 
these small deals - but also 
what they encountered 
once they were running 
someone else’s company 
with their money at stake. 
So I was receptive when, on 
the commuter train home 
a few months ago, James 
A. Fisher started question¬ 
ing me about the shaving 
cream I had in a bag on 
my lap. He and his wife, 
Pamela Viglielmo, along 
with a former banking col¬ 
league, Eric Groberg, had 
made an investment in a 
men’s grooming and cos¬ 


metics company, called 
Menaji, in 2010 and had 
been running it with the 
founder. Fisher said he had 
also made another invest¬ 
ment in an expert witness 
company, ExpertiCas. 

I set up a time to hear more. 
Fisher and Groberg had 
worked together at JPMor- 
gan Chase, and later at a 
small asset management 
firm, before going off on 
their own in 2008. Viglielmo 
had been a consultant to 
the beauty industry since 
1993. Their goal was to find 
companies to which they 
could add value. 

When an intermediary told 
them about Menaji, Vigliel¬ 
mo said they thought the 
timing was right for men’s 
cosmetics. 

The taboos about men’s 
wearing makeup - known 
as color in the industry - 
were fading, she said. “You 
have older guys in the work¬ 
place and men dating at 
different ages,” she said. 
“These products are need¬ 
ed.” 

To me, the bigger question 
was. What do a beauty 
consultant and two finance 
guys who spent most of 
their career at a large firm 


know about running a com¬ 
pany? I wanted to test their 
assumptions with more sea¬ 
soned advisers while also 
identifying the common 
mistakes that such DIY pri¬ 
vate equity teams make. 

SELECTING THE INVESTMENT 


Before investing in Menaji, 
Fisher said, the team spent 
almost a year doing due 
diligence. That was on top 
of the nearly two years the 


group had spent looking for 
a company in which to in¬ 
vest. 

“We resisted the tempta¬ 
tion to move quickly or else 
we would lose the opportu¬ 
nity,” he said. “We needed 
time to perform thorough 
due diligence and develop 


a comprehensive plan.” 
When they were comfort¬ 
able, the group put up 75 
percent of the investment, 
with the other 25 percent 


coming from seven other 
investors. (They declined to 
disclose the amount.) They 
also took out a loan from 
the Bank of Fairfield, a com¬ 
munity bank, after many 
others, including Chase, 
passed. To secure the loan, 
the group had to sign per¬ 
sonal guarantees, further 
tying their financial futures 
to this investment. 

Not all that money went 
into expanding the busi¬ 
ness. Michele Probst, who 
started Menaji in Nashville, 
Tenn., said her ex-husband 
had been crucial in helping 
her run the company from 
its founding in 1999 to their 
divorce in 2006, so some of 
the investment went to buy¬ 
ing him out. 

Michael Tiedemann, chief 
investment officer of Tie¬ 
demann Wealth Manage¬ 
ment, said he tried to dis¬ 
suade clients from small¬ 
time private equity with two 
questions: Who brought you 
the deal, and why are they 
bringing it to you? 

“You don’t want to offend 
the client’s judgment,” he 
said. “But those two ques¬ 
tions reveal so much. You 
can minimize a lot of the risk 
in that exercise.”□ 


YPF, Chevron discuss shared Argentina strategies 


MICHAEL WARREN 
Associated Press 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Ar¬ 
gentina's state-controlled oil com¬ 
pany and California-based Chevron 
Corp. held a high-level strategy ses¬ 
sion Friday to discuss how they might 
work together to develop the world’s 
third-largest unconventional oil and 
gas reserves. 

YPF CEO Miguel Galuccio called his 
meeting with Chevron’s Latin Ameri¬ 
ca chief, Ali Moshiri, the first step to¬ 
ward a strategic alliance with Chev¬ 
ron, which is Latin America’s leading 
private energy investor. He said YPF 
needs partners with Chevron’s power 
and experience to develop Argen¬ 
tina’s shale reserves, which trail only 


the U.S. and China in potential. 

“We discussed various alternatives for 
cooperation in concrete terms. Chev¬ 
ron is very interested in developing 
joint ventures, and we need partners 
with the weight and experience of a 
company of this size,” Galuccio said 
after the meeting at YPF’s headquar¬ 
ters. 

Their encounter did not lead to any 
specific investment news, but it sets 
the stage for Galuccio’s formal pre¬ 
sentation next Thursday of a five-year 
plan for the company that Argentina 
expropriated from Spain’s Grupo Rep- 
sol earlier this year. 

Since taking charge May 7, Galuccio 
has insisted on the need for YPF to find 
deep-pocketed partners willing to 


make long-term bets on developing 
Argentina’s energy potential. 

But big international oil companies 
have held back on major new invest¬ 
ment in Argentina, where the govern¬ 
ment recently announced an elabo¬ 
rate system of price controls for the oil 
and gas industry and also has so far 
denied Spain's demands for $10 bil¬ 
lion in compensation for the control¬ 
ling YPF stake seized from Repsol. 

“We have the natural resources, the 
human capital and the technological 
and operational capacity. We are, 
after China and the U.S., the country 
with the third-greatest shale potential 
in the world. 

We just need to open the door to the 
future,” he said. □ 



From left: Pamela Viglielmo, James Fisher and Eric Groberg, 
who together made an investment in a men’s grooming and 
cosmetics company, at their offices in Southport, Conn., Aug. 
23, 2012. Driven by low returns on public investments and a 
desire to have a direct say in how the investment performs, 
investors are stepping in to find, invest in and ultimately profit 
from small-time private equity deals. 

(Douglas Healey for The New York Times) 
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Blondie 



I CAN'T THINK OF ANYTHING THAT 
SOUNDS LIKE IT WOULD SE FUN FOR 
ME TO DO ON MY DAY OFF TODAY 



Mother Goose & Grimm 


THAT SURE 
DOESN'T 
SOUND 
LIKE FUN/ 


THERE'S NO LAW THAT 
SAYS EVERYTHING YOU 
DO ON YOUR DAY OFF 
HAS TO SE FUN, IS , 
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Difficulty Level ★ ★ ★ ★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Synagogue 
leader 

6 Heroic tale 

10 Saint’s ring of 
light 

14 Creek 

15 Invisible 
emanation 

16 “Rub-a-dub- 
dub, three men 
in_...” 

17 On the_; at 

large 

18 Snatch 

19 Hubby or wife 

20 Surround 

22 F. Lee or Pearl 

24 Race car driver 
_ Earnhardt 

25 Having no goal 

26 Spain’s dollar 
before the euro 

29 Armada 

30 Pennsylvania 
or Fifth: abbr. 

31 Dazzling effect 

33 Lies in the tub 

37 Jump 

39 Toys with tails 

41 Largest digit 

42 Follow 

44 Destiny; fate 

46 Spare 
bedroom, often 

47 Belly button 

49 Wiped away 

51 Gave counsel 

to 

54 Artist Chagall 

55 Has is out 
of bed 

56 Predict 

60 Poison ivy 
symptom 

61 Deceased 

63 Sound portion 
of a recording 

64 Haggard's 
from 

Muskogee” 

65 Make eyes at 

66 Fits of anger 

67 New Jersey 
hoopsters 

68 List of students 

69 Downhill gliders 
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DOWN 

1 Infuriate 

2 Shortly 

3 Voting alliance 

4 Next to 

5 Repeat 

6 Bird of prey 

7 Immaculate 

8 Tax-deferred 
acct. 

9 Taxi driver 

10 Face on a $10 
bill 

11 “_ofTwo 
Cities” 

12 Early cousins 
of the guitar 

13 Minds 

21 Clickety-_ 

23 _ Brothers; 
1950s quartet 

25 Change slightly 

26 Ashen 

27 _ though; 
albeit 

28 Mediterranean 
and Caribbean 

29 Deadly 

32 Took a shine to 


34 Assists 

35 Patella’s place 

36 Transmit 
38 Penalizes 
40 Smudge 
43 _ up; relax 
45 In _; past due 
48 Street peddler 
50 Real 


51 Slugger Hank 

52 Male duck 

53 Drop in on 

54 Ideal example 

56 Autumn 

57 Margin 

58 Fibbed 

59 Defeat 

62 Sense of self 
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Facebook reorients itself for a small-screen world 



Facebook employees at the company’s headquarters in Menlo 
Park, Calif., Aug. 24, 2012. The company is trying to find ways 
to show lucrative ads to mobile users without cluttering up their 
hand-held screens and driving them away in frustration. 

(Peter DaSilva/The New York Times) 


BRIAN X. CHEN 
© 2012 New York Times 

MENLO PARK, Calif. - At 
Facebook’s headquar¬ 
ters here, mobile devices 
are everywhere. The first 
thing visitors do is sign in 
on iPads at the front desk. 
Employees at the campus 
coffee shop use iPads as 
cash registers. Instead of 
sending emails, Facebook 
employees prefer to use 
the company's messaging 
system, which pops up new 
messages on both mobile 
devices and PCs. 

Mobile is clearly on the 
company’s mind, espe¬ 
cially now that people are 
spending more time using 
Facebook through mobile 
apps than on computers. 
And on Wall Street, inves¬ 
tors are putting pressure on 
Mark Zuckerberg's social 
network to master the mo¬ 
bile world so it can speed 
up growth and lift its sag¬ 
ging stock. 

But the challenge for Face- 
book, along with other 
companies like Google 
that got their start on the 
Web, is figuring the best 
way to serve ads to mobile 
users without cluttering up 
their small screens and driv¬ 
ing them away in frustra¬ 
tion. For now, mobile ads 
bring in less money than 
standard Web ads, so the 
shift to mobile threatens 
to undermine Facebook’s 
revenue. 

Facebook’s executives say 
the company is diving deep 
into mobile, starting with 
new versions of its apps for 


the iPhone and iPad, which 
it released Thursday. Users 
had complained that the 
apps were sluggish; more 
than half of those who 
rated Facebook’s iPhone 
app in the Apple App Store 
gave it one star out of five. 
The new apps are faster 
because they were rewrit¬ 
ten in the native program¬ 
ming language of Apple’s 
devices, replacing most of 
the Web-based technol¬ 
ogy used in previous ver¬ 
sions. 

The apps are part of what 
Facebook executives say 
is a transformation into a 
“mobile first” company. 
Developing mobile prod¬ 
ucts has been made a 
priority, they said in recent 
interviews, and every team 
inside the company has 
been reorganized with the 
goal of inserting mobile into 
its DNA. 

“We have basically re¬ 
tooled and focused the 
company around mobile,” 
said Mike Schroepfer, vice 
president for engineering 
of Facebook. “It’s been a 
huge change." 

As part of the reformation. 


product teams have been 
arranged so that they now 
make mobile versions of 
new features at the same 
time that they are devel¬ 
oped for the main web¬ 
site. Before, the company 
would make new features 
for the website, then a core 
mobile team would follow 
up with translations for mo¬ 
bile devices. 

Facebook is also trying to 
spread mobile expertise 
throughout the company. 
Its top engineers hold train¬ 
ing sessions every week for 
20 employees at a time, 
teaching them how to pro¬ 
gram for Apple and An¬ 
droid devices. About 100 
engineers are now work¬ 
ing on Facebook’s mo¬ 
bile products, according 
to Cory Ondrejka, chief of 
mobile engineering. 

With the training, the com¬ 
pany expects to have cre¬ 
ated 200 new mobile en¬ 
gineers by the end of the 
year, Schroepfer said. Soon 
these classes will be open 
to any Facebook employ¬ 
ee who wants to come, 
including those from areas 
like marketing and design. 
Richard Greenfield, a me¬ 
dia analyst at BTIG, de¬ 
scribed mobile as both a 
blessing and a curse for 
Facebook. Advertisers like 
that their ads are difficult to 
ignore on smaller screens - 
but at the same time, that's 
what annoys users. 

“It's what we call the mo¬ 
bile Catch-22,” he said. 
“You're kind of stuck.” 

And mobile ads have less 
potential to be creative 
because there is less to 
work with, Greenfield said. 
For instance, many mobile 
devices don’t run Adobe 
Flash, which is commonly 
used to animate ads. 

When Facebook filed for 
its initial public offering in 
February, it listed the rise 
of mobile as a potential 
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risk, because it had not yet 
discovered a clear strat¬ 
egy for making money on 
phones and tablets. Lately 
it has been trying several 
approaches. 

Gokul Rajaram, product di¬ 
rector of ads at Facebook, 
said the company’s strat¬ 
egy would mostly focus on 
so-called sponsored stories, 
which treat posts from us¬ 
ers as ads, amplifying word 
of mouth. For example, if a 
user clicked the Like button 
on the Facebook page of 
a certain band, some of his 
friends might see a notice 
about this when they visit 
the site. But if that band 
chose to sponsor that Like, 
the notice would show up 
on most of the friends' news 
feeds, on both mobile de¬ 
vices and the websiteO 
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Marriott Aruba Surf Club 

GOLD Season 
OS $10,000 OV $8900 
Oceanfront $17,000 
3BEDRM OV $17,000 
Platinum Season 
OV $18,750 OS $19,750 
3 BEDRM $29,000 
PlatPlus Holiday 51 OV $42,000 
PlatPlus NY 52 OV-$51,000 
Marriott Aruba Ocean Club 

Gold season 2B OV $10,000 
Oceanfront 2B $17,000 
IB Oceanfront $9,500 
Platinum 2B OV $20,000 
Oceanfront PLAT $29,000 
Platinum 1 BOV $12,500 
La Cabana Beach & Racquet Club 

Timeshares 

ALL summer & fall weeks starting at 
$3200 

Studio, IBdrm & 2Bdrm available. 

DIVI Aruba Phoenix 

Weeks 6, 7,8,9-1B&2B 

Costa Linda, Playa Linda, Divi Resorts 

inventory 

We also RENT Aruba weeks for owners. 
Contact us to BUY, SELL or RENT any 
timeshare property. 
www.conciergerealty.com 

Concierge Realty 
Michelle Donato 
michelledonato@cfl.rr.com 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 

888-888-2204 X-101 
321-206-6293 Local Florida 


If you have 
interest in 
selling or 
Buying ANY 
timeshare 
contact us! 

Michelle Donato 




DOCTOR 

ON DUTY 


ORANJESTAD 


25 August 

Dr. Dassen 

26 August 

Dr. Anthony 


Pharmacy on duty 

ORANJESTAD: 


i: 

* 


Botica Central Tel: 585-8077 


SAN NICOLAAS: 


Botica San Nicolas Tel: 584-5712 



Police 


Police 
Oranjestad 
Noord 
Sta. Cruz 
Savaneta 
San Nicolas 


581- 1100 

582- 4000 
587-0009 
585-4710 
584-7000 
584-5000 


Emergency 

Numbers 



Emergency 


911 


OlES^ 


Police 

100 

Fire Dept. 

115 

Fire Dept. II 

582-1108 

Police Tipline 

11141 

Hospital 

527-4000 

Oranjestad 

Ambulance 

582-1234 

Police 

582-4000 

San Nicolas 

Ambulance 

584-5050 

Police Station 

584-5000 

BGD San Nicolas 

584-1606 

Valero Security 

584-1720 

Services 

Information 

118 

Setar 

582-5151 

Taxi 

582-2116 

Taxi- Tas 

587-5900 

Profesional Taxi 

588-0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 

587-2300 

Service Aruba 

583-3232 


CRUISE SHIP 



August 29 Freewinds 


Aruba Airport Tel:524-2424 

American Airlines Tel: 582-2700 
Avianca Tel: 588-0059 

Dutch Antilles Tel: 588-1900 

InselAir Tel: 588-9314 

Jet Blue Tel: 588-2244 

Spirit Airlines Tel: 582-7117 

Suriname Airways Tel: 582-7896 
Tiara Air Tel: 588-4272 

Venezolana Tel: 583-7674 


Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

Tel: 584-6440 

Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

Foundation Anti-Droga 
Aruba 

(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

Foundation 

Respetami 

Tel: 582-4433 

Diabetic Foundation 
Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 

Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 

Foundation Amor 
pa Prohimo 

Tel: 583-3354 / 586-6976 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Year after Irene, New Yorkers ponder sea barriers 


By JENNIFER PELTZ 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Two 

years before Hurricane 
Irene created the prospect 
of a flooding nightmare in 
New York City, 100 scien¬ 
tists and engineers met to 
sketch out a bold defense: 
massive, moveablebarri- 
ers to shield the city from a 
storm-stirred sea. 

Though the storm caused 
billions of dollars in dam¬ 
age along the Eastern Sea¬ 
board, Irene proved not to 
be the urban catastrophe 
forecasters feared. But in 
the wake of the close call a 
year ago, elected officials 
and community groups 
are pressing for an evalua¬ 
tion of whether sea barriers 
make sense for New York. 
The city has been gathering 
information, while stressing 
that barriers are only one of 
many ideas being studied. 
Initially hesitant to recom¬ 
mend spending money 
studying a remote pos¬ 
sibility, state Assembly- 
man Richard Gottfried now 
finds the barrier idea real¬ 
istic enough that he and 
state Sen. Thomas Duane 
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In this Aug. 28, 2011, file photo, a biker makes his way around a 
taxi stranded in floodwaters of Hurricane Irene, downgraded to 
a tropical storm, in New York. 

Associated Press 


have urged the city to 
give it a thorough exami¬ 
nation. Gottfried changed 
his mind before Irene, but 
feels the storm — which hit 
the city head-on as a tropi¬ 
cal storm on Aug. 28, 2011 

— brought the point home 
to others. 

“I think it did make it clear 
to a lot of New Yorkers 
that we could not take our 
safety for granted," he said 
this week. 

To advocates, Irene — 
which shuttered subways, 
spurred evacuation orders 
for 370,000 people and 
raised fears that a surge 
of seawater would cripple 
the U.S. financial capital 

— added urgency to what 
they see as the best hope 
for protecting New York 
against a mounting threat. 
But some experts believe 


the city is better off focus¬ 
ing on more moderate, im¬ 
mediate measures to limit 
potential damage from 
storms and rising seas. 

The discussion illuminates 
a potential dividing line for 
this city and others project¬ 
ed to face a more flood- 
prone future in a changing 
climate: take big, difficult 
steps in hopes of thwart¬ 
ing high water, or a roster 
of smaller ones intended to 
help manage it? 

New York, for its part, says 
it's giving equal time to 
both approaches. 

The city administration is 
working toward a hard- 
numbers analysis of nat¬ 
ural risks and how well 
various coast-protection 
techniques would address 
them, said Adam Freed, 
the deputy director of May¬ 
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or Michael Bloomberg's Of¬ 
fice of Long-Term Planning 
and Sustainability. Storm- 
surge barriers are among 
the options being exam¬ 
ined; officials have talked 
in recent months with some 
participants in a 2009 aca¬ 
demic conference on the 
issue. 

In the meantime, the city 
also has flood-proofed 
some places — by install¬ 
ing floodgates at sewage 
plants, for example, and 
raising the ground level 
while redeveloping a low- 
lying area in Queens. 
“There’s no one-size-fits-all 
solution to the risk we face, 
and it's not just one risk,” 
Freed said, noting that the 
city also is preparing for 
more frequent heat waves, 
more extreme rainstorms 
and other anticipated 
global-warming effects. 
“It is going to be a suite of 
strategies that encompass 
everything.” 

Proponents say sea barri¬ 
ers would solve a big piece 
of the problem, and they 
point to examples in cities 
ranging from London to 
Providence, R.l. But some 
scientists and engineers 
feel the structures could 
create a false sense of se¬ 
curity and raise environ¬ 
mental and social-equity 
questions. 

“Who gets included to be 
behind the gate, and who 
doesn't get included? ... 
How do you make that 
decision in a fair way?” 
said Robert Swanson, an 
oceanographer at Long Is¬ 
land’s Stony Brook Universi¬ 
ty, where the barrier idea is 
a topic of cordial debate. 
Two of his colleagues, 
oceanography profes¬ 
sor Malcolm J. Bowman 
and lecturer and engineer 
Douglas Hill, are driving 
forces behind the idea and 
helped galvanize the 2009 
conference, which fea¬ 


tured conceptual designs 
from engineering firms. 

One strategy entailed an 
estimated $9.1 billion set 
of barriers a mile long or 
shorter at three critical 
points around the city’s 
waterways. The network 
would protect Manhattan 
and parts of the four outer 
boroughs and New Jersey, 
but not some vulnerable 
swaths of Brooklyn and 
Queens. 

Some of them stood to gain 
protection in an alternative 
design: a single, 5-mile-long 
barrier between Sandy 
Hook, N.J., and the Rocka- 
way Peninsula in Queens, 
estimated at $5.9 billion. 
Both approaches were 
designed to block a 25- 
foot storm surge but had 
navigational locks or other 
mechanisms to let water 
and ship traffic flow under 
normal conditions. Some 
designs featured visible 
walls or berms above the 
waterline, but one envi¬ 
sioned a wall that would 
lie flat underwater and rise 
into position when needed. 
Advocates note that an 
1821 hurricane flooded 
what's now Manhattan’s 
financial district — and 
that experts estimate the 
city could face a surge 
as high as 25 feet and a 3 
million-person evacuation 
if threatened by a storm 
as strong as a notorious 
1938 hurricane that sawed 
through nearby Long Is¬ 
land. Moreover, the city 
projects global warming 
could boost sea levels by 
up to 4 '/2 feet by the end of 
the century, making flood¬ 
ing a growing threat. 
Troubled by the projec¬ 
tions, retired newspaper 
publisher and community 
activist Robert Trentlyon 
started broaching storm- 
surge barriers with local 
organizations and officials 
about two years agoAA 
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Essential’ film copyright protection turns 100 



anthony McCartney 

AP Entertainment Writer 
CULPEPER, Virginia (AP) — 
In the crisp 39-degree Fahr¬ 
enheit (4-degree Celsius) 
air of a converted bunker 
in rural Virginia lies the U.S.'s 
greatest collection of early 
film. 

Stacked in metal tins on 
shelves in 124 concrete 
vaults that stretch almost 
eight-feet (2.5-meters) 
high, movies that wowed 
audiences decades ago 
are meticulously stored so 
that one day, they may 
play again. 

The vaults at the Library of 
Congress’ Packard Cam¬ 
pus for Audio-Visual Con¬ 
servation in Culpeper, Vir¬ 
ginia, represent decades 
of work by copyright of¬ 
ficials to not only protect 
the rights of filmmakers, but 
also preserve their movies 
for future generations. 

The collection is in many 
ways the culmination of 
work that began 100 years 
ago Friday, when U.S.- 
made movies earned their 
own copyright designa¬ 
tion and transformed from 
a fledgling industry into a 
global economic and cul¬ 
tural juggernaut. 

“Copyright was very essen¬ 
tial from the very beginning 
of the industry,” said Pat¬ 
rick Loughney, chief of the 
Packard campus, a former 
Federal Reserve bunker 90 
minutes west of Washing¬ 
ton, D.C., that has been 
converted into a state-of- 
the-art archive. It is a dual 
safe-haven, intended to 
protect both the film’s cre¬ 
ators and, in the process, 
establish a collection that 
outlasts a film’s box-office 
haul. 

“It’s basically been a No¬ 
ah’s Ark effort to save the 
creative history of the Unit¬ 
ed States," he said. 
Congress carved out a film 
copyright designation on 
Aug. 24, 1912, and within 
weeks, filmmakers were 
registering their dramas, 
documentaries and com¬ 
edies. The first was “Black 
Sheep’s Wool,” a melo¬ 
drama about the troubles 
of European nobility who 
came to North America. 

It, like many films of its age, is 
lost. But the Packard Cam¬ 
pus does have the only 


known copy of the fourth 
film registered, a 1912 ver¬ 
sion of “The Charge of the 
Light Brigade” created by 
Thomas Edison’s film com¬ 
pany. 

Fragments of another of 
the first five films registered 
remain in another archive 
run by New York’s Museum 
of Modern Art, he said, but 
the rest are currently con¬ 
sidered lost. 

Although more than 5,600 
earlier films had received 
copyright protection, 
Loughney and others say 
creating a film category 
reflected its growing influ¬ 
ence and the desire to see 
it protected. 

“It certainly adds legitima¬ 
cy to a medium if it’s rec¬ 
ognized and has its own 
category,” said Michael 
O’Leary, a senior vice presi¬ 
dent of global affairs for the 
Motion Picture Association 
of America. 

For early filmmakers, “It 
gave them a little bit of a 
protection, a little bit of se¬ 
curity. They were probably 
on a little more tenuous 
ground than we are to¬ 
day," he said. 

Early films faced a familiar 
concern for modern studios 

— piracy. 

“America was a hotbed for 
that activity, certainly for 
film,” Loughney said. 

Early filmmakers often re¬ 
sorted to putting their logos 
on the backdrops of their 
sets to discourage piracy, 
Loughney said. He’s seen 
prints where an infringing 
movie house had actually 
scratched out the logos 
from each frame. 

Today, movie pirates sell 
cheap DVDs of films that 
are still in theaters and in 
some cases, hacking studio 
servers to get access to new 
releases. Federal authorities 
have prosecuted or shut 
down websites suspected 
of copyright infringement. 
For Loughney, the priority 
is ensuring that films and 
other works housed at the 
Packard Campus remain 
available for future genera¬ 
tions to enjoy. That is why 
the staff maintains copies 

— and the equipment to 
play them — of bygone film 
technologies such as tapes 
and reels. 

Eventually many of the 



This undated publicity photo 
released by the Library of 
Congress shows Datacine 
Operator Patrick Kennedy 
working in the Film Lab at the 
Library of Congress Pack¬ 
ard Campus of the National 
Audio-Visual Conservation 
Center located in Culpeper, 
Virginia. 

Associated Press 

works may be digitized, 
but the facility houses the 
only known copies of many 
works. “Our mission is to 
keep it forever," Loughney 
said. “When we say forev¬ 
er, we have to mean it.” 
Only a fraction of the works 
produced between 1912 
and 1930 survive, in part be¬ 


cause they were produced 
on nitrate film, which is so 
flammable, the Library of 
Congress wouldn’t accept 
copies of the films until 
around 1940. 

Instead, a copyright agent 
would review a reel of the 
film when it was brought to 
Washington, but it would 
not be kept. 

The nitrate vaults at Pack¬ 
ard are just one element 
of its preservation efforts. 
Today, copies of all regis¬ 
tered films are filed with the 
Copyright Office and kept 
for posterity and in case a 
lawsuit is filed. Films of all 
kinds — from blockbusters 
to B-movies to porn films 


— flow into the facility in 
formats ranging from tradi¬ 
tional film reels to special 
hard drives. It costs $35 to 
register a movie online and 
$65 on paper, no matter 
what the film’s budget. 
Packard also preserves 
copyrighted music and 
other recordings, and new¬ 
er creations such as video 
games. 

“Copyright is more impor¬ 
tant than ever," Loughney 
said. “It has a practical 
function. The physical de¬ 
positing or registering of 
material creates a national 
archive that can live on 
for future generations,” he 
said.Q 
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looking for motivated and enthusiastic candidates for the following position: 

Layout Person 
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Candidates must meet the following profile: 

• Ability to work with Adobe InDesign, Photoshop, Adobe Acrobat, Adobe 
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In this May 22, 2012 file photo, hip-hop artist Usher Raymond 
takes the witness stand in court in a legal battle with his ex-wife 
in a custody fight involving their two sons, in Atlanta. 

Associated Press 

R&B singer Usher wins 
custody fight for sons 

JONATHAN LANDRUM Jr. 

Associated Press 

ATLANTA (AP) — Grammy-winning R&B singer Usher was 
awarded custody on Friday of his two sons, ending a long 
legal fight with his ex-wife. 

Fulton County Superior Court Judge Bensonetta Tipton 
Lane ruled that the 33-year-old singer will have primary 
custody of Usher Raymond V and Naviyd Ely Raymond, 
according to court clerk's office spokeswoman Cherrise 
Boone. His custody will start Sept. 1. 

Boone said Usher and his ex-wife Tameka Foster Raymond 
will have joint legal custody. Usher's lawyer. Ivory Brown, 
did not immediately return a call on Friday. Lisa West, a 
lawyer for Tameka Raymond, did not immediately return 
an email seeking comment. Usher, whose real name is Ush¬ 
er Raymond IV, married Tameka Raymond in 2007. They 
divorced two years later. He said the couple had been 
separated since July 2008 and claimed there was “no 
reasonable hope of reconciliation” and the marriage was 
“irretrievably broken.” In May, Usher testified that Tameka 
Raymond spit at and tried to fight his girlfriend during one 
visit and that his ex-wife hit him during the dispute. He said 
he didn’t press charges because: “I didn't want the boys 
to know that their father put their mother in jail.’O 


Jerry Nelson, Count of 
‘Sesame Street,’ dies at 78 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Jerry Nelson, the puppeteer behind 
Count von Count on PBS’ “Sesame Street,” has died. 
Sesame Workshop says Nelson, who suffered from emphy¬ 
sema, died Thursday night in his Massachusetts home on 
Cape Cod. He was 78. 

A tribute to Nelson was posted on the educational work¬ 
shop's website. It lauds Nelson for his artistry and the 
“laughter he brought to children worldwide" with the 
count and other Muppet characters, including Herry Mon¬ 
ster and the Amazing Mumford. 

Nelson also performed characters on the “Fraggle Rock” 
show, including Gobo Fraggle. 

In recent years. Nelson stopped operating the Count and 
other “Sesame Street” puppets but still served as their 
voices. 

The workshop says the new season of Sesame Street 
launches next month and Jerry Nelson's voice will be 
heard.□ 


Lawyer in Bieber case 
fights anti-paparazzi law 



In this June 11, 2012 file photo, pop star Justin Bieber poses for 
photos prior to a press conference at a hotel in Mexico City. 
Associated Press 


anthony McCartney 

AP Entertainment Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — A pa¬ 
parazzo charged with reck¬ 
lessly pursuing Justin Bieber 
for photos will challenge 
the constitutionality of the 
law targeting aggressive 
celebrity-hounding tactics, 
his attorney said Friday. 
Attorney David S. Kesten- 
baum filed a motion ask¬ 
ing a judge to declare that 
the 2010 California statute 
penalizing those who drive 
recklessly in pursuit of com¬ 
mercial photos is unconsti¬ 
tutional. 

The 17-page motion argues 
the law used to charge his 
client, Paul Raef, violates 
First Amendment protec¬ 
tions for the press and is too 
broad. 

Kestenbaum filed the mo¬ 
tion during a brief hear¬ 
ing that neither Raef nor 
Bieber attended. The pho¬ 
tographer was charged 
last month with four misde¬ 
meanor counts after a July 
6 high-speed pursuit on a 
Los Angeles freeway in¬ 
volving the pop singer and 
other paparazzi. 

Raef is the first person 
charged under the law. 

The motion does not ad¬ 
dress the specifics of the 
incident, but rather chal¬ 
lenges the law on constitu¬ 
tional grounds. It contends 
the law is vague because 


state vehicle codes do not 
adequately define what 
would be a photo taken for 
commercial purposes. 

“First and foremost, the 
statute unconstitutionally 
singles out the press for a 
special penalty,” the mo¬ 
tion states. 


A judge will hear the mo¬ 
tion during a hearing on 
Sept. 24. Raef has not yet 
entered a plea in the case. 
Raef, 30, was not arrested 
during the chase. How¬ 
ever, his license plate was 
reported to police, who in¬ 
vestigated and presented 
the case to city prosecu¬ 
tors. They charged Raef 
on July 25, but when the 
photographer appeared 
for booking, Kestenbaum 
said police were unaware 
of the new law and he was 
not processed. 

Kestenbaum said he ex¬ 
pects the case will likely 
end up in an appeals court, 
regardless of any ruling by 
a criminal court judge. 

Raef has also been 
charged with more tradi¬ 
tional reckless driving and 
for following other cars too 
closely. 

Prosecutors allege he 
chased Bieber at more 
than 80 mph (128 kph) and 
forced other motorists to 
avoid collisions while Raef 
tried to get shots of the 
teen heartthrob. □ 
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In this June 2012 publicity photo released by “Sesame Street,” 
puppeteer Jerry Nelson is shown with “Sesame Street” character 
Count von Count in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Galt, Gold And Gold 



Ryan’s Biggest Mistake 


PAUL KRUGMAN 
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So far, most of the discussion of 
Paul Ryan, the presumptive Re¬ 
publican nominee for vice presi¬ 
dent, has focused on his budget 
proposals. But Ryan is a man of 
many ideas, which would ordi¬ 
narily be a good thing. 

In his case, however, most of 
those ideas appear to come 
from works of fiction, specifi¬ 
cally Ayn Rand’s novel “Atlas 
Shrugged.’’ 

For those who somehow missed 
it when growing up, “Atlas 
Shrugged” is a fantasy in which 
the world’s productive people 

- the “job creators,” if you like 

- withdraw their services from 
an ungrateful society. The nov¬ 
el’s centerpiece is a 64-page 
speech by John Galt, the angry 
elite’s ringleader; even Friedrich 
Hayek admitted that he never 
made it through that part. Yet 
the book is a perennial favor¬ 
ite among adolescent boys. 
Most boys eventually outgrow it. 
Some, however, remain devo¬ 
tees for life. 

And Ryan is one of fhose devo¬ 
tees. True, in recent years, he 
has tried to downplay his Rand- 
ism, calling it an “urban legend.” 
It’s not hard to see why: Rand’s 
fervent atheism - not to mention 
her declaration that “abortion 
is a moral right” - isn’t what the 
GOP base wants to hear. 

But Ryan is being disingenuous. 
In 2005, he told the Atlas Society, 
which is devoted to promoting 
Rand’s ideas, that she inspired 
his political career: “If I had to 
credit one thinker, one person, 
it would be Ayn Rand.” He also 
declared that Rand’s work was 
required reading for his staff and 
interns. 

And the Ryan fiscal program 
clearly reflects Randian no¬ 
tions. As I documented in my 
last column, Ryan’s reputation 
for being serious about the bud¬ 
get deficit is completely unde¬ 
served; his policies would actu¬ 
ally increase the deficit. But he 
is deadly serious about cutting 
taxes on the rich and slashing 
aid to the poor, very much in 
line with Rand’s worship of the 
successful and contempt for 
“moochers.” 

This last point is important. In 
pushing for draconian cuts in 
Medicaid, food stamps and oth¬ 
er programs that aid the needy, 
Ryan isn’t just looking for ways to 
save money. He’s also, quite ex¬ 
plicitly, trying to make life harder 
for the poor-for their own good. 
In March, explaining his cuts in 


aid for the unfortunate, he de¬ 
clared, “We don’t want to turn 
the safety net into a hammock 
that lulls able-bodied people 
into lives of dependency and 
complacency, fhat drains them 
of their will and their incentive to 
make the most of their lives.” 
Somehow, I doubt that Ameri¬ 
cans forced to rely on unem¬ 
ployment benefits and food 
stamps in a depressed econo¬ 
my feel that they’re living in a 
comfortable hammock. 

But wait, there’s more: “Atlas 
Shrugged” apparently shaped 
Ryan’s views on monetary pol¬ 
icy, views that he clings to de¬ 
spite having been repeatedly, 
completely wrong in his predic¬ 
tions. 

In early 2011, Ryan, newly in¬ 
stalled as the chairman of the 
House Budget Committee, 
gave Ben Bernanke, the Federal 
Reserve chairman, a hard time 
over his expansionary policies. 
Rising commodity prices and 
long-term interest rates, he as¬ 
serted, were harbingers of high 
inflation to come; “There is noth¬ 
ing more insidious that a coun¬ 
try can do to its citizens,” he 
intoned, “than debase its cur¬ 
rency.” 

Since then, inflation has re¬ 
mained quiescent while long¬ 
term rates have plunged - and 
the U.S. economy would surely 
be in much worse shape than it 
is if Bernanke had allowed him¬ 
self to be bullied into monetary 
tightening. Ryan seems un¬ 
daunted in his monetary views. 
Why? 

Well, it’s right there in that 2005 
speech to the Atlas Society, in 
which he declared that he al¬ 
ways goes back to “Francisco 
d’Anconia’s speech on money” 
when thinking about monetary 
policy. Who? Never mind. That 
speech (which clocks in at a 
mere 23 paragraphs) is a case 
of hard-money obsession gone 
ballistic. Not only does the char¬ 
acter in question, a Galt side- 
kick, call for a return to the gold 
standard, he denounces the 
notion of paper money and de¬ 
mands a return to gold coins. 

For the record, the U.S. curren¬ 
cy supply has consisted over¬ 
whelmingly of paper money, 
not gold and silver coins, since 
the early 1800s. So if Ryan really 
thinks that Francisco d’Anconia 
had it right, he wants to turn the 
clock back not one but two 
centuries. 

Does any of this matter? Well, 
if the Republican ticket wins, 
Ryan will surely be an influential 
force in the next administration 
- and bear in mind, too, that he 
would, as the cliche goes, be a 
heartbeat away from the presi¬ 
dency. So it should worry us that 
Ryan holds monetary views that 
would, if put into practice, go a 
long way toward recreating the 
Great Depression. 

And, beyond that, consider the 
fact that Ryan is considered 
the modern GOP’s big thinker. 
What does it say about the par¬ 
ty when its intellectual leader 
evidently gets his ideas largely 
from deeply unrealistic fantasy 
novels?Q 
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A few years ago, President 
Barack Obama established a 
debt commission that was led 
by Alan Simpson and Erskine 
Bowles and had a group of 
eminences, including Rep. Paul 
Ryan. When that commission 
came up with its proposal, some 
conservative Republicans, like 
Tom Coburn and Judd Gregg, 
voted yes, but Ryan voted no. 
This was a devastating blow. If 
Ryan and the other House Re¬ 
publicans had voted for the 
Simpson-Bowles proposal, it 
would have gone to Congress 
for up-or-down votes, regardless 
of how Obama reacted. We 
would have had national action 
on debt reduction. 

The Simpson-Bowles plan would 
have simplified the tax code 
and lowered rates. It would 
have capped the size of gov¬ 
ernment. According to the Bi¬ 
partisan Policy Center, it would 
have brought the federal debt 
down from 73 percent of the 
nation’s gross domestic product 
today, to 67 percent of GDP in 
2022. 

Ryan voted no for intellectually 
coherent reasons. He argued 
that the single biggest contrib¬ 
uting factor to public debt is the 
unsustainable growth of Medi¬ 
care. Yet the Simpson-Bowles 


plan did nothing to restructure 
Medicare, and it sidestepped 
health care issues generally. 
Ryan said that it was silly to 
come up with a debt-reduction 
proposal that didn’t fix the single 
biggest driver of the nation’s 
debt. 

This is the sort of argument that 
makes a lot of sense in a think- 
tank auditorium. The problem 
was there were almost no Dem¬ 
ocrats who endorsed Ryan’s 
Medicare reform ideas. If Ryan 
was going to pinion debt reduc¬ 
tion to Medicare reform, fhat 
meant there would be no debt 
reduction. 

But Ryan had another way for¬ 
ward, noting: We’re going to 
have an election in 2012; the 
country will choose between 
two different visions; if we Re¬ 
publicans win, we’ll be able to 
reform Medicare our way and 
reduce the debt our way. 

In other words, Ryan was will¬ 
ing to sacrifice the good for the 
sake of fhe ultimate. 

In order to get this ultimate solu¬ 
tion, though, Ryan was betting 
that three things would happen. 
First, he was betting that Re¬ 
publicans would beat Obama. 
Second, he was betting that 
Republicans would win such 
overwhelming congressional 
majorities that they would be 
able to push through measures 
Democrats hate. Third, he was 
betting that a group of Republi¬ 
can politicians would unilaterally 
slash one of fhe country’s most 
popular programs and that they 
would be able to sustain these 
cuts through the ensuing elec¬ 
tions, in the face of ferocious 
and highly popular Democratic 
opposition. 

To put it another way, Ryan was 
giving up significant debt prog¬ 
ress for a political fantasy. 

Ryan’s fantasy happens to be 
the No. 1 political fantasy in 
America today, which has ine¬ 
briated both parties. It is the fan¬ 


tasy that the other party will not 
exist. It is the fantasy that you are 
about to win a 1932-style victory 
that will render your opponents 
powerless. 

Every single speech in this elec¬ 
tion campaign is based on this 
fantasy. There hasn’t been a 
speech this year that grapples 
with the real world - that we live 
in a highly polarized, evenly di¬ 
vided nation and the next presi¬ 
dent is going to have to try to 
pass laws in that context. 

It’s obvious why candidates talk 
about the glorious programs 
they’ll create if elected. It fires 
up crowds and defines values. 
But we shouldn’t forget that it’s 
almost entirely make-believe. 

In the real world, there are al¬ 
most never ultimate victories, 
and it is almost never the case 
(even if you control the White 
House and Congress) that you 
get to do what you want. 

The real world looks a lot like the 
Simpson-Bowles commission, 
where you get a diverse group 
of people who fry to make prog¬ 
ress in the areas where that is 
possible and try to sidestep the 
areas where it is not. 

The real world looks like the 
budget talks between Obama 
and John Boehner last summer, 
in which two party leaders get 
together and work out a bud¬ 
get deal between themselves 
(which is easy) and also try to 
write a deal they can sell to their 
party bases (which is hard). 

In the real world, leaders have a 
dual consciousness. They have 
a campaign consciousness in 
which they argue for the policies 
they think are best for fhe coun¬ 
try. But then they have a gov¬ 
erning consciousness, a mindset 
they put on between elections. 
It says: OK, this is the team the 
voters have sent to Washing¬ 
ton. How can we navigate our 
divides to come up with some¬ 
thing suboptimal but produc¬ 
tive? □ 
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Spain's jobless farm workers press grievances with occupation 



Members of the Andalusian Union of Workers and supporters march between Palma del Rio and 
Hornachuelos, Spain, Aug. 22, 2012. Unemployment and austerity have fueled farmworkers’ re¬ 
sentment of wealthy landowners and their farm subsidies in the region. 

(Laura Leon/International Herald Tribune) 
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HORNACHUELOS, Spain 
Outmaneuvering the 
police, hundreds of job¬ 
less farmworkers charged 
through a hole in a fence 
and turned the manicured 
gardens of a vacant estate 
here in Spain’s agricultural 
heartland into a lively fair¬ 
ground of protest this week. 
Men more accustomed 
to working in the fields 
lounged in the shade be¬ 
side a pink palace, pic¬ 
nicked on paella and spent 
a night relaxing. Some even 
took a dip in the pool. 
“We're here to denounce 
a social class who leaves 
such places to waste,” said 
Diego Canamero, leader 
of the Andalusian Union 
of Workers, addressing the 
demonstrators who had 
occupied the property, the 
Palacio de Moratalla. For 
all of the estate’s grandeur, 
the owner, the Duke of Se- 
gorbe, lives in Andalusia’s 
capital, Seville, about 60 
miles away. 

The occupation was a 
demonstration of the class 
conflicts that simmer amid 
complaints about aus¬ 
terity and joblessness in 
Spain. Such protests have 
gathered pace in this farm 
region in recent weeks. 


adding a volatile dimen¬ 
sion to Spain’s economic 
downturn. They have also 
pointed to a deeper anger 
about the shape of Spain’s 
economy and democracy. 
The resentment here over 
land that has been left 
uncultivated at a time of 
deepening recession and 
record joblessness reaches 
beyond local politicians 
and landowners to Euro¬ 
pean Union bureaucrats. 
Agricultural subsidies are 
criticized by many here as 
favoring landed interests, 
paying them not to grow 
crops when nearly a third 
of the workforce in Andalu¬ 
sia is unemployed. 
Canamero said European 
subsidies reinforced landed 
interests because the pay¬ 
ments' value was based on 
the size of the landholding 
rather than on its productiv¬ 
ity. “There is zero incentive 
for these already wealthy 
owners to grow anything,” 
he said. 

Three years into the crisis, 
the government of Prime 
Minister Mariano Rajoy has 
faced protests by miners, 
students, teachers, legions 
of jobless workers and any 
range of others unhappy 
with his austerity policies. 
But the protests here in rural 
Spain, which have tipped 


increasingly toward law¬ 
lessness and civil disobedi¬ 
ence, contain the echoes 
of conflicts that have a spe¬ 
cial place in Spain’s history. 
As Spain's biggest region 
and farming heartland, 
Andalusia was the site of 
many of the confrontations 
over land ownership lead¬ 


ing up to the Spanish Civil 
War, when a landed elite 
resisted an agrarian reform 
meant to give farm hands 
better work conditions and 
job security. 

“We’re not anarchists look¬ 
ing for conflict, but our 
claims are similar to those 
of the 1930s," Canamero 
said, referring to the war 
years, “because the land 
is, unfortunately, under the 
control now of even fewer 
people than at that time.” 
Jose Luis Solana, a profes¬ 
sor of social anthropology 
at the University of Jaen, 
said that even if some of 
the claims made by the 
farm unions were question¬ 
able or exaggerated, “an 
agrarian reform and proper 
land distribution in Anda¬ 
lusia is one of the missing 
elements of our transition 
to democracy” - both in 
terms of social justice and 
improved economic effi¬ 
ciency. 

Farming use, as measured 
by the surface area of 
cultivated land on each 
farm, rose 18.5 percent in 
Spain between 1999 and 
2009, according to data re¬ 
leased last year by Spain's 
national statistics institute. 
In Andalusia, however, the 
rise was 6.9 percent, the 
lowest among Spain’s 17 


regions. 

The occupation of Pa¬ 
lacio de Moratalla from 
Tuesday morning to early 
Wednesday was part of 
a march that Canam¬ 
ero has led since Aug. 16, 
walking about 15 miles a 
day across the parched 
countryside with around 
500 demonstrators. In re¬ 
cent months, the protests 
by unemployed farmwork¬ 
ers have mostly singled out 
unused state land, either in 
the hands of Andalusia’s 
regional government or 
Spain’s Defense Ministry, 
which previously required 
it for military purposes. In¬ 
creasingly, the demon¬ 
strations are spreading to 
vacant private estates as 
well. 

Another leader of the 
march, Juan Manuel San¬ 
chez Gordillo, has taken in¬ 
creasingly strident actions 
to draw attention to his 
complaints. 

This month, Sanchez Gordil¬ 
lo, the mayor of the farming 
town of Marinaleda and a 
member of one of Spain’s 
opposition parties, the Unit¬ 
ed Left, created a national 
controversy by helping co¬ 
ordinate food raids on two 
supermarkets. Seven peo¬ 
ple were charged with rob¬ 
bery with violence.Q 



Lola Alvarez, a spokesperson for the Andalusian Workers Union, speaks to farm workers as they pick 
peppers on the occupied Sotomonte farm in Palma del Rio, Spain, Aug. 21, 2012. Unemployment 
and austerity have fueled farmworkers’ resentment of wealthy landowners and their farm subsidies 
in the region. 

(Laura Leon/International Herald Tribune) 

















